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President Barack Obama gestures as he speaks about the choice facing women in the upcoming election, Friday, Oct. 19, 2012, at 
a campaign event at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Jobless rates dip in battleground states 


Abortion Issue 
Polarizing Vote 
For US Women 



Susan B. Anthony List Presi¬ 
dent Marjorie Dannenfelser 
speaking in Arlington, Va. The 
Susan B. Anthony List group is 
running anti-Obama TV ads 
titled “Abortion Radical” in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Adkins) 

DAVID CRARY 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Polls 
show that abortion isn’t the 
top issue for most Ameri¬ 
cans as the presidential 
election looms next month. 
But both sides are rallying 
emotions on the passion¬ 
ate subject in the hopes 
of making a difference in 
what remains a tight race. 
There's extra intensity this 
year because President 
Barack Obama and Re¬ 
publican challenger Mitt 
Romney, reflecting their 
party platforms, are so po¬ 
larized on abortion, and 
because the women’s vote 
is a major factor in the race. 
A new Gallup poll released 
Wednesday found that 
nearly 40 percent of fe¬ 
male registered voters sur¬ 
veyed in 12 battleground 
states that will decide the 
election consider abortion 
the most important issue for 
women — even outranking 
jobs. The Nov. 6 election is 
decided state by state, not 
by popular national vote. 
Obama and Romney rarely 
tackle the topic directly. 


Continued on next page 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Un¬ 
employment rates fell last 
month in nearly all of the 
battleground states that 
will determine the presiden¬ 
tial winner, giving President 
Barack Obama fresh fod¬ 
der to argue that voters 
should stick with him in an 
election focused squarely 
on the economy. 

The declines, however, 
were modest. It’s unknown 


whether they will do much 
to sway undecided vot¬ 
ers who are considering 
whether to back Repub¬ 
lican Mitt Romney or give 
the Democratic president 
four more years. 

The statewide data re¬ 
leased by the Labor 
Department on Friday 
provide one of the last 
comprehensive looks at 
the health of the U.S. econ¬ 


omy ahead of Election 
Day, now a little more than 
two weeks away. Voters 
will get one more update 
on the national unemploy¬ 
ment rate just days before 
the election. But the state 
reports matter greatly to 
the Obama and Romney 
campaigns, which believe 
the public’s impressions of 
the economy are shaped 
mostly by local conditions 


rather than national ones. 
In Ohio, perhaps the most 
crucial battleground state 
for both Obama and 
Romney, the unemploy¬ 
ment rate ticked down last 
month to 7 percent from 
7.2 percent, below the na¬ 
tional average of 7.8 per¬ 
cent. 


Continued on next page 
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Abortion issue remains in campaign spotlight 


Jobless rates dip in battleground states 


Continued from front 


The void is being filled by 
rival advocacy groups tar¬ 
geting those battleground 
states with ads depict¬ 
ing one candidate or the 
other as an extremist in his 
stance. 

The National Right to Life 
Committee says Obama 
is “the most pro-abortion 
president this country has 
ever seen." Another anti¬ 
abortion group, the Susan 
B. Anthony List, is running 
anti-Obama TV ads titled 
“Abortion Radical.” 

Groups supporting legal 
access to abortion, as well 
as the Obama campaign 
itself, depict Romney and 
running mate Rep. Paul 
Ryan as eager to ban 
most abortions as part 
of a Republican “war on 
women.” The Republican 
ticket “is extremely danger¬ 
ous to women’s health,” 
says Nancy Keenan, presi¬ 
dent of NARAL Pro-Choice 
America. Obama believes 
decisions about abortion 
should be left to women 
and their doctors. Romney 
opposes abortion except 
in cases of rape, incest and 
threat to the mother's life, 
and he says the Supreme 
Court should repeal the 
1973 Roe v. Wade decision 
that established a nation¬ 
wide right to abortion. He 
also would end federal aid 
to Planned Parenthood, 
a non-government group 
which is a major provider of 
abortion and contracep¬ 
tion. 

Mark Rozell, a political sci¬ 
ence professor at George 


Mason University in the bat¬ 
tleground state of Virginia, 
said the abortion debate 
could play a crucial role 
in the election even as the 


economy remains the big¬ 
gest concern. 

“The social issues do mat¬ 
ter to a significant portion 
of voters, especially certain 
swing voters who might 
see a candidate's position 
on abortion as a marker,” 
Rozell said. “Can they trust 
this candidate to govern 
responsibly, oris he behold¬ 
en to an extreme element 
in his political party?” 

Rozell said Romney faces a 
tricky balancing act as he 
tries to appeal to middle- 
of-the road women with¬ 
out antagonizing religious 
conservatives who already 
are wary because Romney 
supported abortion rights in 
the past. Last week, Rom¬ 
ney told The Des Moines 


Register's editorial board 
that there wasn't any 
abortion-related legislation 
he planned to pursue as 
president. A spokeswoman 


quickly clarified his remark, 
and Romney told reporters: 
“I’ll be a pro-life president.” 
Planned Parenthood, 
through its political action 
affiliates, has spent more 
on this election than any in 
the past — more than $12 
million, with about half the 
money going for TV ads in 
Florida, Virginia, Ohio and 
other battleground states. 
Dawn Laguens, execu¬ 
tive vice president of the 
Planned Parenthood Ac¬ 
tion Fund, said a large 
chunk of the money had 
been donated by new 
contributors eager to fight 
back against Republican 
efforts to restrict abortion at 
the state and federal level. 
□ 


Continued from front 


“I knew a lot of people 
who were laid off and now 
they’re working,” said fire¬ 
fighter Matt Sparling, an 
Obama supporter from 
Parma Heights, Ohio. “So 
something good is hap¬ 
pening here." 

Obama’s team is banking 
on the president getting 
credit for improvements 
in Ohio's economy, par¬ 
ticularly for the bailout of 
the auto industry, which 
has deep roots in the Mid¬ 
western swing state. But 
Romney has opportunities 
to run on the economy in 
Ohio, too. The state actu¬ 
ally lost nearly 13,000 jobs 
in September and the drop 
in the unemployment rate 
was probably due in part 
to people dropping out of 
the job market. 

Obama’s campaign re¬ 
leased a new ad in Ohio 
on Friday, touting the presi¬ 
dent’s rescue of General 
Motors and Chrysler. With¬ 
out the auto bailout, one 
man in the ad says, “Ohio 
would have collapsed.” 
Another man says, “Mitt 
Romney would have just let 
us go under — just let them 
go bankrupt." The ad's 
tagline shows the map of 
Ohio with the words: “Mitt 
Romney. Not one of us.” 
The president didn’t men¬ 
tion the state jobless num¬ 
bers during a campaign 
stop Friday in Virginia, one 
of two battleground states 
where the rate didn’t drop. 
It held steady at the rela¬ 
tively low level of 5.9 per¬ 
cent. 


Spirited on other top¬ 
ics, Obama quipped in a 
raucous rally at George 
Mason University that a 
case of “Romnesia” was 
preventing his opponent 
from remembering his own 
stances on health care, en¬ 
ergy and a slate of policies. 
“He’s forgetting what his 
own positions are — and 
he’s betting that you will, 
too,” Obama said. “We’ve 
got to name this condition 
that he’s going through. I 
think it's called Romnesia." 
Romney was headlining a 
rally in Florida Friday eve¬ 
ning after spending much 
of the day in New York 
meeting with advisers. 

The candidates were step¬ 
ping off the campaign trail 
this weekend for debate 
preparations ahead of 
Monday’s third and final 
face-off in Boca Raton, 
Fla. Romney was staying 
in South Florida to prac¬ 
tice, while Obama and top 
aides headed to Camp 
David, the presidential re¬ 
treat in Maryland, to pre¬ 
pare for the foreign policy- 
focused debate. 

Despite increased focus 
on Libya, the economy re¬ 
mains the No. 1 election is¬ 
sue for most voters. 

Friday’s jobs report showed 
the unemployment rate 
falling slightly in seven 
battleground states: Colo¬ 
rado, Florida, Iowa, Ne¬ 
vada, North Carolina, Ohio 
and Wisconsin. Rates held 
steady at 5.7 percent in 
New Hampshire and 5.9 
percent in Virginia. Unem¬ 
ployment in both states has 
long been well below the 
national averageO 



Supporters from both sides of the abortion issue share the side¬ 
walk next to the Planned Parenthhood clinic in West Glenwood, 
Colo. Though Barack Obama and Mitt Romney rarely tackle the 
topic of abortion head-on, the void is being filled by rival advo¬ 
cacy groups targeting swing states with ads depicting one can¬ 
didate or the other as an extremist in his stance on the divisive is¬ 
sue. Obama, according to the National Right to Life Committee, 
is “the most pro-abortion president this country has ever seen.” 
Another anti-abortion group, 

(AP Photo/Kelley Cox) 
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2 sailors to be punished Colombia in sex scandal 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 

U.S. sailors are expected 
to receive administrative 
punishments, but not be 
criminally charged, in con¬ 
nection with the prostitution 
scandal that engulfed U.S. 
Secret Service and military 
members preparing for a 
presidential visit to Colom¬ 
bia earlier this year, a senior 
military official said Friday. 
The two sailors will be pun¬ 
ished for hiring a prostitute 
and dereliction of duty for 
drinking within eight hours 
of the time they had to re¬ 
port for duty, the official 
said. 

More than six months after 
the scandal erupted, and 
lengthy efforts to identify 
and locate witnesses and 
others involved, the two 
sailors were expected to be 
the final military members 
disciplined in the case. The 


official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
official was not authorized 
to disclose sensitive legal 
developments. 

In the military, nonjudicial or 
administrative punishments 
can take a wide variety of 
forms, from docking service 


members' pay or confining 
them to quarters to assign¬ 
ing them additional duties 
for a certain length of time. 
In some cases, it can be a 
letter of reprimand in their 
files, but in other cases ad¬ 
ministrative punishments 
can be career-ending, or 


delay or prevent any future 
promotions. 

Of the dozen military mem¬ 
bers initially implicated, 
seven U.S. soldiers and two 
Marines received admin¬ 
istrative punishments for 
what was described as mis¬ 
conduct, and one Air Force 
member was cleared. Three 
of the soldiers declined the 
administrative punishments 
and have requested courts- 
martial. 

A lawyer for one of the sail¬ 
ors had complained that 
his client, David Hawley, 
was not around at the time 
the prostitutes were alleged 
to be solicited. The lawyer, 
Jeremiah Sullivan, said the 
sailors were unfairly stripped 
of their security clearances 
and reassigned to other 
tasks for months as they 
waited to see if they would 
be charged. The names of 
the other military members 
have not been made pub¬ 


lic. 

The service members were 
investigated for bringing 
apparent prostitutes to 
their hotel rooms in Colom¬ 
bia shortly before President 
Barack Obama arrived in 
the country for an April sum¬ 
mit, according to the mili¬ 
tary’s investigation of the 
matter. The investigator's 
report, released in early Au¬ 
gust, described the miscon¬ 
duct as consisting “almost 
exclusively of patronizing 
prostitutes and adultery.” 
The scandal came to light 
after a public dispute over 
payment between a U.S. 
Secret Service agent and 
a prostitute at a Cartagena 
hotel spilled over into the 
hallway of the Hotel Caribe. 
The Secret Service and the 
military were in the Colom¬ 
bian coastal resort to pre¬ 
pare for Obama’s partici¬ 
pation in a Latin American 
summit. □ 



People walk past Hotel El Caribe in Cartagena, Colombia. 
Two U.S. sailors are expected to receive administrative pun¬ 
ishments, but not be criminally charged, in connection with 
the prostitution scandal that engulfed U.S. Secret Service and 
military members preparing for a presidential visit to Colombia 
earlier this year, a senior military official said Friday. 

(AP Photo/Pedro Mendoza) 
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Paul Ryan, GOP seize on new Benghazi CIA cable 


By KIMBERLY DOZIER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sens¬ 
ing a moment of political 
vulnerability on nation¬ 
al security. Republicans 
pounced Friday on disclo¬ 
sures that President Barack 
Obama’s administration 
could have known early 
on that militants, not angry 
protesters, launched the 
attack on U.S. diplomats in 
Libya. 

Within 24 hours of the 
deadly attack, the CIA sta¬ 
tion chief in Libya reported 
to Washington that there 
were eyewitness reports 
that the attack was carried 
out by militants, officials 
told The Associated Press. 
But for days, the Obama 
administration blamed it on 
an out-of-control demon¬ 
stration over an American- 



Republican Vice President candidate Paul Ryan signs the baseball cap of a supporter as he leaves 
after talking to about 1500 people during his visit to the Ocala downtown square Thursday, Oct. 
18, 2012, in Ocala, Fla. Ryan led Friday’s charge on disclosures that President Barack Obama's 
administration could have known early on that militants, not angry protesters, launched the attack 
on U.S. diplomats in Libya. 

(AP Photo/Ocala Star-Banner, Doug Engle) 
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made video ridiculing Is¬ 
lam’s Prophet Muhammad. 
Paul Ryan, the Republican 
vice presidential nominee, 
led Friday’s charge. 

“Look around the world, 
turn on your TV," Ryan said 
in an interview with WTAQ 
radio in the election battle¬ 
ground state of Wisconsin. 
“And what we see in front 
of us is the absolute unrav¬ 
eling of the Obama admin¬ 
istration’s foreign policy.” 

As a security matter, how 
the Obama administration 
immediately described the 
attack has little effect on 
broader counterterrorism 
strategies or on the hunt 
for those responsible for 
the incident, in which the 
U.S. ambassador and three 
other Americans were 
killed. And Republicans 
have offered no explana¬ 
tion for why the president 
would want to conceal the 
nature of the attack. 

But the issue has given 
Republican presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney an 
opportunity to question 
Obama on foreign policy 
and national security, two 
areas that have received 
little attention in an elec¬ 
tion dominated by the 
U.S. economy. Obama’s 
signature national security 
accomplishment is the mili¬ 
tary's killing of terrorist lead¬ 
er Osama bin Laden. 

Ryan was teeing up the 
issue for Monday's presi¬ 
dential debate on foreign 


policy. “I’m excited we're 
going to have a chance 
to talk about that on Mon¬ 
day,” Ryan said. 

Obama, speaking Thursday 
on Comedy Central’s “The 
Daily Show,” insisted that in¬ 
formation was shared with 
the American people as it 
came in. The attack is un¬ 
der investigation, Obama 
said, and “the picture 
eventually gets filled in." 
“What happens, during the 
course of a presidency, is 
that the government is a 
big operation and any giv¬ 
en time something screws 
up,” Obama said. “And 
you make sure that you find 
out what's broken and you 
fix it.” The report from the 
station chief was written 
late Wednesday, Sept. 12, 
and reached intelligence 
agencies in Washington 
the next day, intelligence 
officials said. It is not clear 
how widely the information 
from the CIA station chief 
was circulated. 

U.S. intelligence officials 
have said the information 
was just one of many wide¬ 
ly conflicting accounts, 
which became clearer by 
the following week. 
Democrats have spent the 
past week explaining the 
administration’s handling 
of the attack. On Monday, 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton said a pe¬ 
riod of uncertainty typically 
follows attacks. 

“In the wake of an attack 
like this, in the fog of war, 
there's always going to be 
confusion," Clinton said. 
“And I think it is absolutely 
fair to say that everyone 
had the same intelligence. 
Everyone who spoke tried 
to give the information that 
they had.” 

On Tuesday, Obama and 
Romney argued over when 
the president first called 
it a terrorist attack. In his 
Rose Garden address the 
morning after the killings, 
Obama said, “No acts of 
terror will ever shake the 
resolve of this great na¬ 
tion, alter that character or 
eclipse the light of the val¬ 
ues that we stand for.” 

But Republicans said he 
was speaking generally 
and didn't specifically call 
the Benghazi event a terror 
attack until weeks later. □ 






































Nissan to add 
shift 800 jobs 
at U.S. plant 

ERIK SCHELZIG 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Japanese automak¬ 
er Nissan Motor Co. an¬ 
nounced Friday it will add 
a third shift at a vehicle as¬ 
sembly plant in Tennessee, 
adding more than 800 jobs. 
Gov. Bill Haslam made the 
jobs announcement at an 
economic development 
conference. Haslam said 
it’s the first time the plant 
will operate on three shifts. 
Friday’s announcement 
brings the total new jobs 
added at the plant to more 
than 2,000 since the middle 
of last year. About 5,600 
people currently work at 
the plant that first began 
production in 1983. 



Automobiles are assembled 
at a Nissan factory in Canton, 
Mississippi. Japanese 
automaker Nissan Motor 
Co. announced Friday it will 
add a third shift at a vehicle 
assembly plant in Tennessee, 
adding more than 800 jobs. 
(Handout Photo) 

“Our investment in creating 
hundreds of new jobs dem¬ 
onstrates Nissan's long¬ 
time commitment to our 
employees, Smyrna, and 
the state of Tennessee,” 
said Nissan Americas Vice 
Chairman Bill Krueger. 

The Smyrna plant makes 
Nissan’s most popular car, 
the midsize Altima sedan, 
among other models. Pro¬ 
duction of the all-electric 
Leaf is set to begin at the 
plant in December, while 
assembly of the Rogue is 
set to come to Smyrna next 
year. That will mark the first 
time the small SUV is made 
in the United States. 

Nissan’s American head¬ 
quarters are located in 
Franklin, just outside Nash¬ 
ville. The company also re¬ 
cently announced an ex¬ 
pansion of its engine plant 
in Decherd, Tennessee, 
that also makes motors 
for the Altima. Nissan also 
has a U.S. plant in Canton, 
Mississippi-^ 
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Texas A&M evacuated for bomb threat 


COLLEGE STATION, Texas 
(AP) — Texas A&M Univer¬ 
sity's campus shut down for 
about five hours Friday after 
an emailed bomb threat 
prompted an evacuation 
and building-by-building 
search. A&M Police Lt. Al¬ 
lan Baron said officials still 
were searching some build¬ 
ings shortly after 4 p.m., but 
no bombs had been found 
and people were being al¬ 
lowed to come back on 
campus to retrieve per¬ 
sonal belongings and their 
cars. Evening activities on 
campus were set to go on 
as planned. 

Baron said buildings and 
areas with high student 
traffic, including the din¬ 
ing facilities and residence 
halls, had been cleared by 
police. He said he didn’t 



Student Amy Hoeks waits for the Texas A&M campus to reopen 
while authorities investigate a bomb threat Friday, Oct. 19, 2012 
in College Station, Texas. 

(AP Photo/Jon Eilts) 


know how many more 
buildings still needed to be 
searched. 

Baron said the bomb threat 
was sent via email at about 
11 a.m. to the university’s 
computing information 
services center. Cam¬ 
pus police were notified 
15 minutes later and offi¬ 
cials made the decision to 
evacuate by 11:30 a.m. 

The threat indicated there 
was a bomb on campus 
but did not specify where it 
was located, he said. 

“We are diligently working 
on this investigation with 
our local law enforcement 
agencies as well as with 
state and federal” agen¬ 
cies, he said. 

The campus is located 
about 100 miles northwest 
of Houston. □ 


Sandusky victim says contemplated suicide 


MARK SCOLFORO 
Associated Press 
HARRISBURG, Pennsylva¬ 
nia (AP) — The young man 
whose claims of abuse be¬ 
gan the criminal investiga¬ 
tion that put Jerry Sandusky 
in prison said he contem¬ 
plated suicide because 
authorities took so long to 
prosecute the former Penn 
State assistant football 
coach. 

Speaking out publicly by 
name for the first time, Aar¬ 
on Fisher said in an inter¬ 
view airing Friday on ABC’s 
“20/20” that the Pennsylva¬ 
nia attorney general’s of¬ 
fice had told him it needed 
more victims before San¬ 
dusky would be charged. 
The scandal tarnished the 
reputation of one of the 
country's most revered col¬ 
lege sports programs and 
led to accusations that 
top university officials con¬ 
cerned about the school’s 
image looked the other 
way for years while San¬ 
dusky abused his victims. 
Fisher first reported the 
abuse in 2008. Sandusky 
was arrested last Novem¬ 
ber. Fisher said the delay 
made him increasingly des¬ 
perate. “I thought maybe it 
would be easier to take my¬ 
self out of the equation,” he 
told ABC. “Let somebody 
else deal with it.” 

Fisher, now 18, testified as 
Victim 1 at Sandusky’s trial. 


He, his mother and his psy¬ 
chologist have co-written a 
forthcoming book about his 
ordeal. 

Fisher told jurors that San¬ 
dusky approached him 
through a summer camp 
for youth sponsored by 
The Second Mile, a charity 


for at-risk youth the former 
coach had founded. 
Physical contact began 
with a hand on his leg in 
the car, Fisher said, and he 
began spending nights at 
the Sandusky home when 
he was 11 years old. Kissing 


and back rubbing during 
those overnight visits pro¬ 
gressed to oral sex. He said 
he tried to distance himself 
from Sandusky, to no avail. 
Fisher was 15 when he and 
his mother eventually re¬ 
ported the abuse to the 
school principal, who re¬ 


sponded that “Jerry has a 
heart of gold and that he 
wouldn’t do those type of 
things,” Fisher told ABC, re¬ 
peating his trial testimony. 
“They tell me to go home 
and think about it,” his 
mother. Dawn Daniels, told 


ABC. 

School officials reported 
Sandusky to Clinton County 
Children and Youth Servic¬ 
es, which began an investi¬ 
gation. 

The Associated Press typi¬ 
cally does not name sexual 
abuse victims, unless they 
identify themselves public¬ 
ly, as Fisher has done. 
Sandusky defense lawyer 
Joe Amendola, at a legal 
seminar in Delaware, said 
Fisher and other victims 
were motivated by money, 
a claim he has repeatedly 
made. “These accusers 
could have financial mo¬ 
tives, and they could have 
been abused,” Amendola 
said. “They’re not mutually 
exclusive.” On Thursday, 
Amendola filed a 31-page 
document in the case that 
is the first step in Sandusky’s 
effort to overturn his con¬ 
viction, contending there 
wasn’t enough evidence 
against him and the trial 
wasn’t fair. 

The post-sentencing mo¬ 
tions attacked rulings by 
the judge, the closing ar¬ 
gument by the prosecution 
and the speed by which 
he went from arrest to trial. 
Sandusky, 68, wants the 
charges tossed out “and/ 
or” a new trial, saying the 
statute of limitations had 
run out for many of the 45 
counts for which he was 
convicted in June. □ 



This undated image released by ABC shows ABC News’ Chris 
Cuomo, left, with Aaron Fisher, 18, a victim of former Penn State 
assistant football coach Jerry Sandusky during an interview air¬ 
ing Friday, Oct. 19, 2012 on the news magazine show “20/20,” 
at 10 p.m. EST on ABC. Sandusky wants his child sexual abuse 
charges tossed out “and/or” a new trial, saying the statute of 
limitations had run out for many of the 45 counts for which he 
was convicted in June. Currently in a county jail near State Col¬ 
lege, he is awaiting transfer to the state prison system to begin 
serving a 30- to 60-year sentence. Fisher said he was 11 when 
he met Sandusky and was abused during weekend visits at the 
Sandusky home. 

(AP Photo/ABC News) 
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Fatal air crash decline presents safety challenge 


JOAN LOWY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s 
been 43 months since the 
last deadly airline crash in 
the United States, the lon¬ 
gest period without a fatal 
domestic accident since 
commercial aviation ex¬ 
panded after World War 
II. That sounds like unvar¬ 
nished good news, but one 
consequence of having 
such a remarkable record 
is that it's difficult to justify 
imposing costly new safety 
rules on the economically 
fragile industry. 

In analyzing costs and 
benefits, federal rules as¬ 
sign a value of $6.2 million 
to each life saved. Even 
modest changes in regula¬ 
tions can cost the industry 
hundreds of millions of dol¬ 


lars when spread across a 
number of years. 

“The extraordinary safe¬ 
ty record that has been 
achieved in the United 
States ironically could be 
the single biggest reason 
the (Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration) isn't able to 
act proactively and ensure 
safety into the future," said 
Bill Voss, president of the in¬ 
dustry-funded Flight Safety 
Foundation in Alexandria, 
Virginia, which promotes 
global airline safety. The 
past decade has been the 
airline industry’s safest ever. 
Last year, the FAA revised 
rules on pilot work sched¬ 
ules and rest periods to ad¬ 
dress concerns that tired 
pilots were making mis¬ 
takes, sometimes with fa¬ 
tal results. But the agency 
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dropped requirements that 
would have extended the 
new rules to cargo carri¬ 
ers. FAA officials said the 
rule changes would have 
cost the cargo industry as 
much as $300 million over 


10 years. 

Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood has urged 
cargo executives to vol¬ 
untarily comply with the 
new rules, but so far he’s 
had no takers“We're do¬ 


ing rulemaking in a system 
that is very, very safe,” La- 
Hood said in an interview. 
“Sometimes it does get to 
be difficult to produce the 
cost justification for the 
kinds of rules that we're 
promoting.” Last year, the 
FAA missed a congressio- 
nally mandated deadline 
for issuing new regulations 
on pilot training. Congress 
ordered the new rules after 
the last fatal airline crash in 
the U.S., on Feb. 12, 2009, 
when a startled captain 
overrode a key safety sys¬ 
tem as his airliner lost lift 
and began to stall. 

An investigation showed 
the plane would have 
been able to fly had the 
captain responded cor¬ 
rectly. Instead, it plummet¬ 
ed into a house near Buf¬ 
falo, New York, killing all 49 
people aboard and a man 
in the home. Investigators 
cited pilot training lapses 
by the regional airline, Col- 
gan Air, as a factor. 

The FAA began work on 
revamping training rules in 
1999. □ 



In this Feb. 12,2009, Continental Airlines Flight 3407 operated by 
Manassas, Va.-based Colgan Air, plane burns after it crashed 
into a house in Clarence Center, N.Y. Safety experts say airline 
travel has become so safe in the United States it’s hard to justify 
imposing costly new safety rules on the economically fragile 
industry. It’s been 43 months since the last deadly domestic air¬ 
line crash, on Feb. 12, 2009. That’s the longest period without a 
fatal accident since commercial aviation expanded after World 
War II. Government cost-benefit analyses value each life saved 
at $6.2 million. But modest changes in regulations can cost the 
industry hundreds of millions of dollars. 

(AP Photo/David Duprey) 
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Amid brutal campaign, a respite with jokes 


RICHARD A. OPPELJR. 

© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - President 
Barack Obama and Mitt 
Romney finally found some¬ 
thing they could agree on 
during Thursday night's 67th 
annual Al Smith white-tie 
charity dinner: Jokes about 
Vice President Joe Biden 
get big laughs. 

“I’ve heard some people 
say, ‘Barack, you’re not as 
young as you used to be. 
Where’s that golden smile? 
Where’s that pep in your 
step?”’ Obama said. “And 
I say, ‘Settle down, Joe. 
I’m trying to run a Cabinet 
meeting here.’” 

Speaking of Biden's animat¬ 
ed debate performance, 
Romney said: “I heard 
from the Federal Election 
Commission: From now on, 
whenever he appears on 
TV, there’s a recording of 
me afterward that says, ‘I’m 
Mitt Romney and I approve 
this message.'” Fie added, 
“I was actually hoping the 
president would bring Joe 
Biden along this evening 
because he will laugh at 
anything.” 

In a campaign notable 
for the contempt in which 
Romney and Obama at 
times seem to hold each 
other, the dinner at the 
Waldorf-Astoria to benefit 
Catholic charities - one of 
the quadrennial proving 
grounds on the road to the 
White Plouse - also lived up 
to its other billing: a respite, 
however brief, from a cam¬ 
paign that has grown nas¬ 
tier as it has grown closer, 
illustrated just a few nights 
ago during a heated, in- 
your-face debate at FHofs- 
tra University. 

The equally skillful perfor¬ 
mances Thursday night of 
Obama and Romney al¬ 


most seemed jarring for 
how civil and self-depre¬ 
cating each could be in the 
other’s presence - even as 
they lacerated their rivals’ 
campaign missteps. “We 
were chatting pleasantly 
this evening as if Tuesday 
night never happened," 
Romney said. 

Romney, the Republican 
presidential nominee, who 
like Obama wore a black 


tuxedo and a white bow 
tie, began his speech by 
saying that, “It’s nice to fi¬ 
nally relax and wear what 
Ann and I wear around the 
house.” 

Noting the large and 
wealthy audience before 
them, he said of Obama: 
“You have to wonder what 
he is thinking - so little time, 
so much to redistribute." 


And he took a poke at 
Obama’s “you didn’t build 
that” statement, saying the 
apostle St. Peter had “so 
many skeptics and scoffers 
at the time who were heard 
to say, ‘If you got a church, 
you didn't build that.’” 
Romney also shared his se¬ 
crets for debate prepara¬ 
tion: “First, refrain from al¬ 
cohol for 65 years before 
the debate. Second, find 


the biggest available straw 
man, and then just merci¬ 
lessly attack him. Big Bird 
didn’t even see it coming.” 
And he joked that while he 
leans on his wife for com¬ 
fort and support, he said 
Obama “has Bill Clinton.” 
Romney also took his swipes 
at the news media. “My job 
is to lay out a positive vision 
for the future of the coun¬ 


try, and their job is to make 
sure no one else finds out 
about it,” he said. And an¬ 
ticipating the coverage of 
the dinner, he joked that to¬ 
morrow’s headlines would 
read, “Obama Embraced 
by Catholics; Romney Dines 
With Rich People." 

Both men got a lot of 
laughs. Obama got his first 
while the audience was still 
giving him a standing ova¬ 


tion: “Everyone please take 
your seats, otherwise Clint 
Eastwood will yell at them.” 
Fie was quick to make light 
of his poor performance in 
the first debate. “As some 
of you may have noticed, 
I had a lot more energy in 
our second debate. I felt 
really well-rested after the 
nice long nap I had in the 
first debate.” Fie added. 


“I learned that there are 
worse things that can hap¬ 
pen to you on your anniver¬ 
sary than forgetting to buy 
a gift.” 

Obama noted that he and 
Romney spent their free 
time before the dinner in 
somewhat different pur¬ 
suits. “Earlier today, I went 
shopping at some stores in 
Midtown. I understand Gov. 
Romney went shopping for 
some stores in Midtown.” 
And he came prepared 
with his own retort to Rom¬ 
ney’s “build that” joke, 
reminiscing about how he 
used to “love to go to old 
Yankee Stadium, the house 
that Ruth built - although 
he really did not build that.” 
The president took a swipe 
at Romney’s running mate, 
whose claim to have run a 
sub-three-hour marathon 
was later proven to be more 
than an hour too generous. 
“Sometimes it feels like this 
race has dragged on for¬ 
ever,” Obama said, “but 
Paul Ryan assured me that 
we've only been running 
for 2 hours and 50-some- 
thing minutes." 

Obama said that while he 
and Romney both have 
unusual names, Romney, 
whose full name is Willard 
Mitt Romney, goes by his 
middle name. The president 
- whose full name is Barack 
Flussein Obama - joked, “I 
wish I could use my middle 
name." Fie also mocked 
Romney's turbulent foreign 
trip, contrasting it with his 
own overseas trip in 2008, 
after which he said he was 
“attacked as a celebrity 
because I was so popular 
with our allies overseas.” 

“I have to say I am im¬ 
pressed with how well Gov. 
Romney has avoided that 
problem," he said.Q 



President Barack Obama, Cardinal Timothy Dolan, center, and Republican presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney during the 67th Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner at the Waldorf Astoria Tow¬ 
ers in New York, Oct. 18, 2012. A gathering of elites to benefit charity, the dinner has become the 
one light moment between presidential candidates every four years as the men seeking the White 
House deliver comedic roasts designed to make fun of their rival — and of themselves. 

(Damon Winter/The New York Times) 
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Top security official among victims in Lebanon attack 


ANNE BARNARD 
© 2012 New York Times 

BEIRUT - A large bomb ex¬ 
ploded in the heart of Bei¬ 
rut's Christian section Friday, 
killing a top Lebanese secu¬ 
rity official and at least seven 
others, wounding dozens 
and spreading anxiety and 
dread in a city where mem¬ 
ories of sectarian violence 
from Lebanon’s long civil war 
have been resurrected by 
the conflict in neighboring 
Syria. 

The security official. Brig. 
Gen. Wissam al-Hassan, was 
apparently the intended tar¬ 
get of the explosion, which 
ripped into buildings, upend¬ 
ed cars and shattered win¬ 
dows for blocks in the most 
serious bombing to hit Bei¬ 
rut in at least four years. He 
was declared dead a few 
hours after the blast in an an¬ 
nouncement on Lebanese 
television. 

As the intelligence chief of 
Lebanon’s Internal Secu¬ 
rity Forces, Hassan played a 
leading role a few months 
ago in the arrest of a former 
information minister, Michel 
Samaha, who had close ties 


with the Syrian leader¬ 
ship and was accused 
of plotting a campaign 
of bombings and assas¬ 
sinations in Lebanon. Sa¬ 
maha 's arrest was widely 


seen as part of Lebanese 
government efforts to pre¬ 
vent the spread of sectari¬ 
an mayhem in the country. 
Hassan, a Sunni Muslim, 
also was close to the fam¬ 


ily of Rafik Hariri, the Sunni 
former prime minister who 
was assassinated in a 2005 
car bombing in Beirut that 
Hariri’s supporters have 
blamed on Syria and its 
Lebanese allies. 

The bombing Friday 
came a day after Has¬ 
san returned from a trip 
to Germany and France. 
He had moved his family 
to Paris in the aftermath of 
Samaha’s arrest because 
he had received numer¬ 
ous threats. 

The identities of the other 
victims in the bombing 
were not immediately 
clear, and there was no 
word on who was behind 
the blast, which the au¬ 
thorities said had been 
caused either by a car 
bomb or a bomb hidden 
in the street or under a 
vehicle parked in the af¬ 
fluent Sassine area, about 
two blocks from a gleam¬ 
ing shopping center. It 
exploded midafternoon 
just as the school day was 
ending. 

Suspicion quickly fell on 
groups aligned with Syria’s 
president, Bashar Assad, 


the embattled leader who 
has long been an influential 
political force in Lebanon 
and is close with Hezbollah, 
the militant Shiite Lebanese 
organization that is a power¬ 
ful faction in Lebanon’s own 
complex web of politics. The 
offices of two Lebanese po¬ 
litical groups that oppose 
Assad, the Christian Pha¬ 
lange Party and the March 
14 alliance, are in the same 
area as the blast site. 

“It is clear that the Syrian re¬ 
gime is responsible for such 
an explosion," said Nadim 
Gemayel, a member of Par¬ 
liament and senior member 
of the Phalange Party, whose 
father, Bashir Gemayel, was 
assassinated in an explo¬ 
sion at party headquarters 
in 1982 just a few weeks after 
he was elected president. “It 
is such a big explosion that 
only the Syrian regime could 
have planned it." 

Hariri’s son, Saad, who also is 
a former prime minister, and 
Walid Jumblatt, the long¬ 
time leader of Lebanon’s 
Druze community, also ac¬ 
cused the Syrian govern¬ 
ment of responsibility for the 
bombing.Q 



Lebanese soldiers inspect damage at the scene of an ex¬ 
plosion in the mostly Christian neighborhood of Achrafiyeh, 
Beirut, Lebanon, Friday Oct. 19, 2012. Lebanese Red Cross 
and security officials say a car bomb in east Beirut has killed 
at least eight people and wounded dozens in the worst blast 
the city has seen in years, coming at a time when Lebanon 
has seen a rise in tension and eruptions of clashes stemming 
from the civil war in neighboring Syria. 

(AP Photo/Bilal Hussein) 
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Turkey backs call for cease-fire in Syria 


US chief in 
Japan sorry 
over rape 

ELAINE KURTENBACH 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — The com¬ 
mander of U.S. forces in Ja¬ 
pan apologized Friday for 
a case in which fwo Ameri¬ 
can sailors allegedly raped 
a woman in Okinawa and 
said all U.S. military person¬ 
nel in the country will now 
be subject to a curfew and 
other restrictions. 

A statement released by 
U.S. Forces Japan says the 
11 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew will 
apply to U.S. military person¬ 
nel whether they are sta¬ 
tioned in Japan or just visit¬ 
ing. It requires them to be 
in their homes, on base or 
wherever they are lodging. 
Lt. Gen. Salvatore Angelella 
said U.S. military members in 
Japan also will have to take 
“core values training.” The 
military’s liberty policy is also 
under review. 

Japan’s defense minister, 
Satoshi Morimoto, told re¬ 
porters earlier Friday that 
he was instructed by Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda, “to 
fully discuss the matter with 
the U.S. side and come up 
with measures to eradicate 
the problem so that crimes 
like this are never repeated 
again.” 

The two sailors were in Oki¬ 
nawa on a brief stopover 
and are now in Japanese 
custody. According to 
Japanese media, they had 
been drinking before they 
attacked the woman, in her 
20s, who was on her way 
home before dawn Tues¬ 
day. 

The case has drawn protests 
from the Japanese govern¬ 
ment and an outcry on Oki¬ 
nawa, where the presence 
of U.S. military has long been 
a sore point. The island hosts 
more than half the 47,000 
U.S. troops in Japan.Q 


HWAIDA SAAD 
ALAN COWELL 
© 2012 New York Times 

BEIRUT-Turkey, a major re¬ 
gional player in the Syrian 
crisis, threw its diplomatic 
weight Friday behind a 
call for a cease-fire “at 
least” through a three-day 
Islamic holiday beginning 
next week. 

The appeal by Foreign 
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
of Turkey came as the in¬ 
ternational envoy to Syria, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, prepared 
to visit Damascus, 
the Syrian capital, news re¬ 
ports said, to press his ear¬ 
lier entreaties for the guns 
to fall silent on both sides 
during the Id al-Adha holi¬ 
day starting Thursday. 

Id al-Adha, the Islamic 
Feast of Sacrifice, is cele¬ 
brated by Shiite and Sunni 
Muslims to commemorate 
the willingness of Abraham 
to sacrifice his son Ishmael 
as proof of obedience to 
God. 

Brahimi’s planned visit co¬ 
incided with new reports 
by Syrian rebels of gov¬ 
ernment airstrikes against 


insurgents seeking to en¬ 
circle a major military base 
at Wadi Deif in northwest¬ 
ern Idlib province that has 


been unfolding for days. 
Fresh airstrikes were also 
reported from the rebel- 
held town of Maarat al- 
Noaman in northern Syria 
pounded a day earlier by 


President Bashar Assad’s air 
force Thursday in attacks 
that claimed scores of lives, 
according to reports from 


activists. 

In the southern town of 
Dara’a, where the uprising 
began in March, 2011, as a 


series of peaceful protests, 
activists said the authorities 
had imposed a curfew to 
prevent worshipers from at¬ 
tending mosques for Friday 
Prayer, frequently used as 
time to protest. 

The fighting offered a grim 
and bloody backdrop to 
Brahimi’s mission, which has 
already won some support 
from Iran and neighboring 
Iraq. 

Reinforcing the cease-fire 
call, Davutoglu said Friday: 
“It is especially important 
for the Syrian regime, which 
has launched bombs on its 
people with planes and he¬ 
licopters, 

to halt these attacks im¬ 
mediately and without pre¬ 
conditions.” 

“Let’s hope that the Syrian 
regime listens to this call by 
the international communi¬ 
ty and stops these attacks 
during Id al-Adha,” he said, 
according to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “In response, 
we expect the opposition 
to abide by the cease-fire 
in the same way.”Q 
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Turkey threw its diplomatic weight Friday behind a call for a 
cease-fire in Syria “at least” through a three-day Islamic holi¬ 
day beginning next week. The appeal by Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu of Turkey came as the international envoy to Syria, 
Lakhdar Brahimi (above), prepared to visit Damascus to press 
his earlier entreaties for the guns to fall silent on both sides during 
the Id al-Adha holiday. 

(AP Photo/Bilal Hussein) 
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Spain considers police photo ban 


HAROLD HECKLE 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Spain is 
considering a ban on pho¬ 
tographing, filming or re¬ 
producing images of police 
and state security forces 
who are on duty, officials 
said Friday. 

Inferior Minister Jorge Fer¬ 
nandez Diaz said the gov¬ 
ernment is considering pro¬ 
hibiting the capture, play¬ 
back and processing of 
images, sounds or data of 
security forces while “in the 
exercise of their functions." 
Deputy Prime Minister Sora- 
ya Saenz de Santamaria 
said after months of televi¬ 
sion and Internet scenes of 
sometimes violent clashes 
between police and dem¬ 
onstrators, a balance had 
to be struck “between citi¬ 
zens’ right to protest” and 
the need “to uphold the 
integrity of state security 
forces." The government’s 
plans were unveiled a day 
after Spain’s director gen¬ 
eral of police, Cosido Igna¬ 
cio, said efforts are under 
way to secure such a ban. 
At the government’s week¬ 
ly Cabinet news confer¬ 
ence, Saenz de Santamaria 
was repeatedly asked by 
journalists from several me¬ 
dia organizations how the 
measure would affect press 
freedom. “This is a complex 
issue, but we will try to find 
a balance,” she said, add¬ 
ing that the task of govern¬ 
ment was to protect all its 
citizens. 

Fernandez Diaz said, “We 
do not intend to stop the 
press from doing its job of 
taking pictures of police 
charges and other pro¬ 
ceedings. But we under¬ 
stand that in anti-terrorist 


operations or against ma¬ 
fias you have to have a 
more careful approach 
when it comes to dissemi¬ 
nating images.” 

Fernandez Diaz echoed 
Ignacio's words by saying 
the “dignity of police and 
security forces has to be 
upheld.” 

Many Spaniards have been 
shocked by images of vio¬ 
lence between police and 


protesters, especially after 
television images of clashes 
near Parliament on Sept. 
25 showed several protest¬ 
ers bloodied and in need of 
medical attention. 
Anti-austerity demonstra¬ 
tions have turned violent 
this year in cities such as 
Madrid, Barcelona and 
Valencia, as well as in ru¬ 
ral mining locations in the 


north. 

On one day in March, au¬ 
thorities arrested 176 pro¬ 
testers across Spain and 
said 104 people were in¬ 
jured in clashes, including 
58 police officers. 

Angel Casana, a lead writer 
for the national newspaper 
El Mundo, said in an online 
editorial that photography 
had changed the course of 
history and that the govern¬ 


ment's proposed measure 
could have a negative im¬ 
pact on news gathering. 

“If this proposal goes 
ahead, it is going to be 
impossible to know about 
events as they occur on the 
streets just at a time when 
streets are at boiling point 
due to the dire economic 
situation of many families," 
said Casana. □ 



Police clash with protestors during a demonstration at the 
parliament against austerity measures announced by the 
Spanish government in Madrid. Spain’s government said Friday 
Oct. 19, 2012 it is considering ◦ ban on photographing, filming 
and reproducing images of police and state security forces 
while “in the exercise of their functions.” Deputy Prime Minister 
Soraya Saenz de Santamaria said that after months of television 
and internet viewing of sometimes violent clashes between 
police and demonstrators a balance had to be struck “between 
citizens’ right to protest” and a need “to uphold the integrity of 
state security forces.” 

(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki) 


1 dead, 11 injured in series 
of UK hit and run incidents 

LONDON (AP) — A series of hit-and-run incidents in the 
Welsh city of Cardiff killed a woman Friday and injured 11 
other pedestrians, including seven children. Witnesses de¬ 
scribed a motorist deliberately driving into families walking 
home from school. 

South Wales Police said a 32-year-old woman had been 
killed, and other victims were taken to hospital for treat¬ 
ment. An unidentified 31-year-old man has been arrested 
and a van has been seized. 

Authorities said that there had been at least five separate 
hit-and-run collisions across the city. 

Ramesh Patel, who runs a store close to the site where 
the woman was killed, said customers had described how 
the van driver appeared to target pedestrians. “Custom¬ 
ers have said a white van purposely drove at people,” 
Patel said. 

The incidents took place as parents were collecting chil¬ 
dren from nearby schools and walking home.O 


Court: Berlusconi denies 
sex with Moroccan teen 

COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 

MILAN (AP) — Silvio Berlusconi made a rare court appear¬ 
ance Friday to deny some of the more salacious accusa¬ 
tions at the center of a sex scandal in Italy that has mud¬ 
died his reputation. 

The former premier said he never had sex with an under¬ 
age Moroccan teen, never paid for sex with any guest at 
his villa near Milan and denied that “bunga-bunga” par¬ 
ties that he held were in any way sexual. 

“The expression ‘bunga-bunga’ comes from a joke that 
I have repeated many times, and that has been picked 
up viciously by the media,” Berlusconi said during an ap¬ 
pearance at his trial on charges of having paid for sex 
with Moroccan teen Karima el-Mahroug and trying to 
cover it up. Berlusconi’s declaration was spontaneous, a 
practice that Italy allows defendants and which does not 
have the weight of testimony. His lawyers have indicated 
that Berlusconi does not intend to testify. 

Berlusconi said Friday that his long history of legal battles, 
mostly for his business dealings, also discouraged him from 
taking the stand. 

The case is the first involving the three-time former pre¬ 
mier’s personal behavior. Berlusconi stepped down as 
premier last November after failing to persuade financial 
markets he could come up with convincing reforms to 
protect debt-laden Italy from the sovereign debt crisis. □ 
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German Restaurant 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 
Phone 736-4007 
info@bavaria-amba.com 



HTHINTIC GERMAN COIKING 
AHI40IIFHREKT GEIMAN HER! 

Schnitzel, Weisswurst, Bratwurst, 
Sauerbraten, Spaetzle, Pork Shank 
with Sauerkraut, Kids entrees and 
much much more ... 


OPEN MON. - SAT. FROM 5PM, SUNDAY CLOSED! 


Allegations of abuse by BBC host ‘unprecedented’ 


ALAN COWELL 
© 2012 New York Times 

The British police said Friday 
that the allegations of sex¬ 
ual abuse leveled against 
one of Britain’s best-known 
television personalities were 
“unprecedented,” with 
more than 400 leads and at 
least 200 potential victims, 
more than three times the 
tally only days ago. 

The disclosure represents a 
significant widening of the 
scandal, as victims and ac¬ 
cusers overcome decades 
of reticence to step for¬ 
ward and denounce the 
former BBC host, Jimmy Sa- 
vile, who was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth II and had 
often been depicted as a 
national treasure. 


“The public’s response 
to this issue has been as¬ 
tounding," Peter Spindler, 
a commander with Scot¬ 
land Yard, said in a state¬ 
ment. “We are dealing 
with alleged abuse on an 
unprecedented scale. The 
profile of this operation has 
empowered a stagger¬ 
ing number of victims to 
come forward to report the 
sexual exploitation which 
occurred during their child¬ 
hood." The accusations 
against Savile, who died 
last year at the age of 84, 
have stunned many Britons, 
shattering the public image 
of a television personality 
who for decades attracted 
a young audience through 
his role as host of two popu- 



A general view showing flowers left on the grave of British TV host 
and Disc Jockey Jimmy Savile in Woodlands Cemetery, Scar¬ 
borough, England, after the headstone was removed at the re¬ 
quest of Savile’s family. The family of Jimmy Savile have had the 
headstone of from his grave removed out of "respect to pub¬ 
lic opinion” after police said the former presenter could have 
abused up to 200 victims over 40 years. 

(AP Photo/Anna Gowthorpe/PA) 


lar BBC programs, “Top of 
the Pops,” a chart-count- 
down show, and ‘'Jim'll Fix 
It,' in which Savile promised 
to grant viewers' wishes. 
The accusations first came 
to light in a documen¬ 
tary broadcast earlier this 
month on the rival ITV com¬ 
mercial channel. 

The complaints of abuse of 
underage girls in hospitals 
that Savile visited as a vol¬ 
unteer, in children’s homes 
and on the premises of the 
British Broadcasting Corp., 
Britain's public broadcast¬ 
er, have also raised searing 
questions about why the 
station did not move ear¬ 
lier against Savile, whose 
behavior was the topic of 
much-discussed rumors 
among BBC employeesO 
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Fidel Castro rumor mill continues to churn 


PAUL HAVEN 
The Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The rumor 
mill surrounding the health 
of Fidel Castro churned 
anew on Friday, despite a 
letter from the aging Cuban 
revolutionary published by 
state media and denials by 
relatives at home and in the 
United States that he is on 
death’s door. 

Social media sites and 
some news organizations 
have reported allegations 
by a Venezuelan doctor 
that Castro, 86, had suf¬ 
fered a massive stroke, 
was in a vegetative state, 
and had only weeks to live, 
though the same doctor, 
Jose Rafael Marquina, has 
made some claims before 
that have not panned out. 
Marquina told Spain’s ABC 
newspaper that Castro had 
suffered a “massive embo¬ 
lism of the right cerebral 
artery” and while not on 
life support or breathing ar¬ 
tificially, was “moribund" at 
a house in a gated former 
country club in western Ha¬ 
vana. 

Marquina also said that 
Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez had traveled sud¬ 
denly to Havana to be with 


his friend and ally, an ac¬ 
count that could not be im¬ 
mediately verified. 

Reached by The Associ¬ 
ated Press, Marquina said 
his sources were in Venezu¬ 
ela, but he would not iden¬ 


tify fhem or say how they 
were in a position to have 
information about Castro’s 
health. He also indicated 


he had received corrobo¬ 
rating evidence from sourc¬ 
es on Twitter, but would not 
say who. 

In April, Marquina said that 
Chavez, who has been bat¬ 
tling an undisclosed kind 


of cancer, was in his “last 
days” and would not last to 
November. With less than 
two weeks to go, the Ven¬ 


ezuelan leader says he’s 
beaten the illness and ap¬ 
pears stronger in public. 
Castro's health is consid¬ 
ered a matter of national 
security in Cuba and few 
details are released. 

Rumors that the former 
Cuban leader has died or 
is near death have circu¬ 
lated repeatedly for years, 
buf fhey gained force after 
he failed fo issue a public 
stafemenf congrafulating 
Chavez on his Oct. 7 elec¬ 
tion victory. 

Castro has not been seen in 
public since March, when 
he received visiting Pope 
Benedict XVI. He has also 
stopped writing his once- 
constant opinion pieces, 
the last of which appeared 
in June. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Cuban 
government on the latest 
claims, but a letter attribut¬ 
ed to Castro was published 
Thursday by Cuban state 
media. In it, he congratu¬ 
lated graduates of a medi¬ 
cal school on the occasion 
of its 50th anniversary. 

Two close family members 
of Castro have also recently 
denied he is in grave 
condition. □ 



Brazil Forest 
Code vetoed 


JULIANA BARBASSA 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zil’s president used her veto 
power to slash through the 
new Forest Code, mak¬ 
ing the environmental law 
a little tougher on large 
agricultural interests by 
strengthening reforestation 
requirements along river 
banks, a decree published 
by the government said 
Thursday. 

President Dilma Rousseff's 
goal was to recover some 
of the elements that were 
in the original legislation 
but were lost as it made its 
way through the House and 
Senate, and thus “maintain 
the balance between so¬ 
cial and environmental" 
needs in the countryside. 
Environmental Minister Iza¬ 
bella Teixeira said. 

One of the most debated 
items altered by the presi¬ 
dent restored different rules 
for reforestation along river 
banks according to farm 
size. 

With Rousseff's veto, me¬ 
dium-size properties will 
have to keep wooded ar¬ 
eas 20 meters (yards) deep 
along rivers, and the own¬ 
ers of the largest proper¬ 
ties will have to preserve 
a 30-meter buffer of trees. 
The congressional text had 
required medium property 
owners to maintain 15 me¬ 
ters of vegetation next to 
bodies of water and larger 
properties 20 meters. The 
smallest properties have 
to maintain at least five 
meters of protected area 
around rivers. 

The size category of each 
property is determined 
both by its dimensions and 
by a complex calculation 
that includes local condi¬ 
tions and the type of com¬ 
mercial activity pursued 
there. 

Teixeira said this scaled so¬ 
lution is fair because it takes 
into consideration the size 
of a property as well as the 
ability of an owner to main¬ 
tain or restore vegetation. 
“We do not believe the 
government should cut 
back environmental pro¬ 
tection requirements for 
large and medium land- 
owners," she told reporters 
Wednesday. □ 
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In this Feb. 10, 2012 file photo released by the state media 
website Cubadebate, Cuba’s leader Fidel Castro speaks during 
a meeting with intellectuals and writers at the International Book 
Fair in Havana, Cuba. The rumor mill surrounding Castro’s health 
continued to churn Friday, Oct. 19, 2012, despite a letter from 
the aging Cuban revolutionary published by state-media and 
denials by relatives that he is on death’s door. The latest spark to 
set the Internet aflame are claims by a Venezuelan doctor that 
Castro, 86, had suffered a massive stroke, was in a vegetative 
state, and had only weeks to live. 
































Aruban Hotelier Jeff Lesker Revitalizes the Wyndham, 

Kingston, Jamaica 



Located in the new town, 
the Wyndham Hotel enjoys 
a steady flow of clients mix¬ 
ing business with pleasure 
at the 315 room property, 
the only branded hotel 
in this hopping shopping, 
commerce and govern¬ 
ment center. 

When hotelier Jeff Lesker ar¬ 
rived there, from fhe Radis- 
son Marina & Spa St Martin, 
more than 6 months ago 
he repositioned the hotel 
under the Resort to Business 
slogan, providing guests 
with a genuine resort expe¬ 
rience in the heart of town. 
He recently shared with us, 
his ten commandments, 
ten useful moves he under¬ 
took to revitalize and up¬ 
grade guest and employ¬ 
ee experience at the hotel. 
“I started with the obvious,” 
he says, "the front desk 
and lobby, decorating the 
friendly, high-traffic public 
space to reflect Jamaica's 
50th anniversary as a state, 
lining the walls with histori¬ 
cal images and text, origi¬ 


nal artwork, and a mega 
collage of Jamaica's cul¬ 
tural icon. Bob Marley." 
“We're proud and pas¬ 
sionate about serving our 
guests,” Lesker adds, “and 
wanted to share some of 
Jamaica’s great heritage 
with visitors.” 

As part of this philosophy, 
employees are encour¬ 
aged to interact with hotel 
guests, and a special Lobby 
Ambassador is on hand ev¬ 
ery morning to catch them 
as they scurry out on busi¬ 
ness or excursions, ready 
to received feedback and 
special requests from those 
who need to communi¬ 
cate their needs. By the 
time they return in the eve¬ 
ning, things have been tak¬ 
en care of, Lesker explains. 
Chatty and friendly house¬ 
keepers encourage guests 
to share their needs, visiting 
twice daily, to make up the 
room in the morning hours 
and for turn-down service 
at night, leaving Jamaican 
chocolate bonbons be¬ 


hind. 

The hotel's Cafecino Cof¬ 
fee Bar, a popular lobby 
spot serves genuine Ja¬ 
maican Blue Mountain 
Coffee, delicious pastries 
and fresh sandwiches, 
24 hours a day. The cof¬ 
fee bar enjoys popularity 
among guests and hotel 


members of management 
whose presence at regu¬ 
lar intervals is part of their 


assigned duties. While as¬ 
signed to Cafecino cof¬ 
fee-bar, members of man¬ 
agement interact freely 
with their guests, which 
serves the customer-focus 
group, and provides help¬ 
ful immediate feedback. 
Happy hour unfold in the 
lobby at the Wyndham 
Kingston every day during 
check-in hours serving free 
sampling of the restaurant 
offerings and a mini bever¬ 
age to promote in-house 
dining at the resident Ital¬ 
ian restaurant. 

Bad Cafe on the mez¬ 
zanine floor is home to a 
talented Jamaican chef 
Courtney Virgo, who true 
to his zodiac sign is a per¬ 
fectionist and just recently 
exchanged some signature 
menu recipes with French 
culinary legend Chef Bruno 
Brazier of St. Martin. The 
restaurant is advertised as 
Fun, Fresh & Fabulous with 
nothing over $20 on the 
menu, which immediately 
increased the number of 
covers it served. The ho¬ 
tel's blooming gardens also 
grow organic herbs which 
are abundantly used in 


both hotel restaurants Bad 
Cafe and the Green Mar¬ 
ket Cafe. 


For fhe Green Market Cafe, 
Lesker picked a success¬ 
ful Business Buffet Lunch 
formula with two options, 
a rushed and a leisurely 
one, which immediately 
captured all the business¬ 
men traffic in the area. The 
restaurant's designer soup, 
salad, and sandwich bar 
complemented by a hot 
gourmet buffet drives the 
daily numbers of covers up 
and spills over to the coffee 
bar in the lobby. 

Two specialty nights fea¬ 
ture Grilled Lobster and 
Fresh Seafood around the 
tropical pool deck, with 
fantastic Jamaican Ras¬ 
ta Reggae singer Clency 
Eccles and his combo. 
The band nicely entertain 
guests as their business day 
winds down, over gourmet 
cuisine and award winning 
rum drinks, served from fhe 
busy pool bar. 

To help Lesker run a tight 
ship a number of mem¬ 
bers within the organiza¬ 
tion were promoted, which 
helped boost morale 
among staffers, hoping fo 
develop fheir careers, not 
just hold on to their jobs. 
“We have very capable, 
well educated people,” 
Lesker informs, “and I am 
planning to continue pro¬ 
motions from within, as 
much as possible.” 

Within that line of thought, 
the property has made an 
effort to affiliate with high 
profile, local community 
and social events, such as 
Fashion Week, and the an¬ 
nual Bridal Expo Wyndham 
Wedding Spectacular, 
courting additional local 
business and patronage. 
“We benefit from close 
ties to the community, and 
participate as much as we 
can, celebrating Restau¬ 
rant Week, and hosting 
government functions."□ 
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The First Donkey Calendars for 2013 are now available! 



The first copy of the 2013 
Donkey Calendar was pre¬ 
sented under the watchful 
eye of photographers and 
various camera crews, at 


Fusion, the new Piano & 
Wine Bar in the brand new 
renovated Alhambra Ca- 
sino& Shops. The first cal¬ 
endar was handed out by 


Desiree Eldering on behalf 
of the Aruba Donkey Sanc¬ 
tuary, to Alex Nieuwmeyer, 
the Managing Director of 
the Divi Resorts in Aruba 


and Bonaire. Nieuwmeyer 
is also a board member of 
AHATA, the Aruba Hotel 
and Tourism Association. 
The presentation was at¬ 
tended by donkey sanctu¬ 
ary residents Ban Ban and 
the four month old Well 
Done. 

Alex Nieuwmeyer was 
thrilled to be the first person 
to receive a copy of the cal¬ 
endar. According to Nieu¬ 
wmeyer, the work done at 
the Donkey Sanctuary by 
its volunteers is invaluable, 
and deserving much praise. 
The foundation helps keep 
part of the Aruban culture 
and the donkeys’ habitat in 
check, which is extremely 
important as part of an en¬ 
vironmentally responsible 
mindset. The associates of 
the Divi manage a special 
charity foundation and 
they regularly support so¬ 
cial causes on the island, 
including the Donkey Sanc¬ 
tuary. 

The donkeys’ calendar, in 
its fourth edition this year 
and has become quite fa¬ 
mous for its pictures and 
design. The pictures are 
taken by photographer Luc 
Peek, while Saskia Aanhane 
Direct Result advertising 
agency, is responsible for 


the design. This cooperation 
led to a beautiful calendar 
in A3 format, printed in full, 
brilliant colors. This year, 12 
volunteers of the Donkey 
Sanctuary were also recog¬ 
nized for their contributions. 
On each month’s page, 
you may see a pretty im¬ 
age of a donkey, as well as 
a picture and a short story 
about a local volunteer. 
The board of the Aruba 
Donkey Sanctuary wanted 
to demonstrate its appre¬ 
ciation for the hardworking 
volunteers. 

You may pick up your own 
copy of the calendar at 
Awg. 25,- at the Aruba 
Donkey Sanctuary, but it 
will also be available for 
sale via the foundation’s 
volunteers and at Veteri¬ 
nary Contreras Clinic, the 
Bestial shop, En Vogue 
Coiffures and the local Pia 
di Oro. Aside from these lo¬ 
cations, the calendar will 
also become available at 
various stands during the 
weekend in the upcoming 
months at larger supermar¬ 
kets, such Ling & Sons Su¬ 
percenter and Super Food. 
Finally, you may purchase 
your copy of the calendar 
via the sanctuary’s website: 
www.arubandonkey.org.Q 
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GRAND VICTORIA^.?..^ 


INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


Located ?*l the Pairr* Beach #1$4 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from eha hotels. Wo have 


the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call! 586-4481 


mimmsmnum 

umeasa 

Palm Bench # l»4 * Tel: (197) JHA-HSJO 
Open hows fcfantoy ■ Saturday 6am - 
SrtlurdGy flam - 10pm 

Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach (terns, and much mare. 



Available at Diamonds International: 


Movado BOLD Breast Cancer Awareness Watch! 


There’s no doubt that it 
takes a team effort to 
achieve difficult goals. And 
when it comes to finding a 
cure for cancer, it's not one 
person - but millions - who 
strive every day to reach 
that goal. 

Diamonds International is 
proud to have the Mova¬ 
do BOLD Breast Can¬ 
cer Awareness Watch in 
store. This watch has been 
designed to help support 
the fight against breast 
cancer - a BOLD way to 
make a difference! 

The Movado BOLD Breast 


Cancer Awareness Watch 
features a black TR90 com¬ 
posite material/stainless 
steel case and scratch-re¬ 
sistant K1 crystal. Its dial is 
detailed by a signature dot 
sparkling with pink crystals, 
and outlined in berry with 
matching berry hands. The 
black leather strap is lined in 
a matching berry hue! The 
case-back is etched with 
the Breast Cancer ribbon 
motif. 

The watch retails for $350.00 
and is available for pur¬ 
chase at Diamonds Inter¬ 
national’s main store locat¬ 



ed at the Forum Shops of each purchase to BCRF, about the BCRF, please visit 
Aruba in downtown. Mova- up to a maximum donation their website at www.bcrf- 
do is donating $50 from of $15,000. To learn more cure.org.Q 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Curacao ex-PM seeks to lead new coalition gov’t 


KAREN ATTIAH 
Associated Press 
WILLEMSTAD, Curacao (AP) 

— Gerrit Schotte, who was 
ousted as Curacao's first 
prime minister after his gov¬ 
erning coalition fell apart in 
August, is hoping Friday's 
parliamentary elections 
will usher in a new govern¬ 
ing coalition that will return 
him to power in this Dutch 
Caribbean island off Ven¬ 
ezuela. Schotte, who made 
international headlines in 
late September for lock¬ 
ing himself inside his former 
government office over a 
weekend to protest the ap¬ 
pointment of an interim ad¬ 
ministration, energetically 
touted his role as the first 
prime minister of Curacao 
even if public deficits wid¬ 
ened under his leadership. 
The southern Caribbean is¬ 
land was part of the Neth¬ 
erlands Antilles until Octo¬ 
ber 2010, when it became 
a more autonomous “con¬ 
stituent country” of the 
Netherlands. The island's 


governor is the representa¬ 
tive of the Dutch monarch, 
and the Netherlands gov¬ 
ernment oversees defense 
and foreign affairs. 
Schotte’s rivals included 
former Netherlands Antil¬ 
les Prime Minister Emily de 
Jonghe-Elhage, whose Par¬ 
ty of the Real Alternative 
held eight seats in the last 
parliament, the largest bloc 
of any opposition faction. 
On Friday afternoon, hun¬ 
dreds of people visited 
polling stations under the 
rain as they cast handwrit¬ 
ten ballots into cardboard 
boxes. Among them was 
45-year-old Willy Barreto, 
an immigrant from Colom¬ 
bia who has lived in Cura¬ 
cao for 12 years. 

“The elections are very im¬ 
portant,” he said. “People 
are fighting unnecessarily. 
Black, white, yellow, any 
social standing, economic 
standing, it doesn’t matter. 
For me as an immigrant, 
everyone has to build this 
country together." 


Eight political parties put up 
candidates for Curacao’s 
21-member Parliament. 
Few people expected 
any party to win a major¬ 
ity of seats, meaning par¬ 


ties would have to bargain 
over forming a coalition to 
run the government for the 


next four years. 

The coalition led by Schotte 
had 11 seats in Parliament 
before partners withdrew 
Aug. 3, ending the coali¬ 
tion’s majority. Schotte 


dissolved Parliament and 
scheduled the elections. 
The messy political scene 


was discouraging to some 
voters, including 34-year- 
old Paul Hesseling, a Dutch 
civil servant. 

“I voted for no one. I voted 
‘bianco’," he said. “If I look 
at the political parties be¬ 
fore, they were very cor¬ 
rupt. I’ve seen what the 
parties have done and I 
don’t trust them enough. 

I haven’t seen enough of 
the new parties on their 
platform.” One of the for¬ 
mer coalition parties is led 
by Helman Wiels, a social 
worker who is the fiery lead¬ 
er of the Pueblo Soberano 
faction, which held four 
seats. He called for Cura¬ 
cao to be completely in¬ 
dependent of any foreign 
influence, drawing criticism 
from some business lead¬ 
ers. But his stand struck a 
chord with some islanders, 
who feel Curacao could 
go it alone with its econo¬ 
my largely dependent on 
offshore finance and tour¬ 
ism, much of it from nearby 
Venezuela. □ 



Gerrit Schotte, who was ousted as Curacao’s first prime minister 
after his governing coalition fell apart in August, is hoping that 
yesterday’s parliamentary elections will usher in a new govern¬ 
ing coalition that will return him to power in this Dutch Caribbean 
island off Venezuela. 


American Style Burgers Rule!! 



T he inspiration for a good American style 
hamburger comes fight from the owners 
backyard grill. Aoion Walisever - before his 
'retirement 1 - was Known os "The King of Fireplaces 
& Grills" in Mew England. Moving to Aruba From 
Sharon, Massachusetts with his wife Rosie was a 
positive move all around - bul their search for a 
good burger and fries didn’t stretch (or trom home. 

It was this reason thal Rosie & Aaron opened 5 
Burgers Aruba! As the name implies, there are 5 
specially burgers offered including a mammoth 
Western Burger, a tasty melted Gouda Burger, a 
Farmers Burger compile with a fried egg. For the 
very hungry, o 3 poify Mon Burger and to round out 
the specials - o zesty chicken breast wilh special 
sauce is also available, 

Of course, hamburgers and cheeseburgers - small 
and regular sized are also on the menu. But the big 
surprise is the hand-cut daily - french fries - from 
select Idaho potatoes and hand-mode onion rings! 

Cooking ihese In pecnul oil leaves the pure potato 
flavor in fhe fry, A favorite way to enfoy fries is with 
vinegar! These complement any meal ordered at 5 
Burgers! Burgers are pressed doily and are U.S.D.A, 
choice beef only and lightly seasoned with a special spice blend. They can even satisfy you If you desire a veggie burger. 
Toppings cue encouraged and available at no additional charge - raw or grilled onions &. mushrooms, feltuce, tomato. BBQ 
sauce and many more tasty items. Brand new Hems to the menu Include a hand-made beef empanada and chicken bites. 
6 Burgers Aruba is open from Noon to 10-ish daily. Delivery Is available to your pool or hotel room! They ore located behind 
Senar Frogs and across from Ihe Radissan Hotel, Came by and enjoy a great burger experience. Rosie 3. Aaron one oFten on 
site - molting sure that you are happy with your burger experience! Coll 5 BURGERS ARUBA ot 5&6-3904.D 
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NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman arrives as the NHL 
and its locked-out player 
resume negotiations in 
Toronto on Wednesday Oct. 

16 , 2012 . 

Associated Press 

NHL cancels 
games through 
November i 

IRA PODELL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The NHL 

wiped out the third week of 
the regular season Friday 
as the lockout dragged 
on, leaving no more wiggle 
room if the league hopes to 
play a full 82-game sched¬ 
ule. 

A day after the NHL turned 
down three counterpropos¬ 
als from players, the league 
canceled 53 more games. 
A total of 135 games 
through Nov. 1 have been 
scratched, which amounts 
to 11 percent of the sea¬ 
son. 

In its third lockout since 
1994, the NHL is sticking to 
its most recent proposal 
that stated a full 82-game- 
per-team schedule could 
be played if fhe season be¬ 
gins by Nov. 2. Two weeks 
ago, the league called off 
82 games from Oct. 11-24. 
On Thursday, the union re¬ 
jected the NHL’s proposal 
made two days earlier 
that offered a 50-50 split of 
hockey-related revenues 
and ensured a full regular- 
season schedule. Q 



SSersiD ring d^MmSeghaWks 
TCrtciMe c^mSlimNFQ West 


San Francisco 49ers 
running back Frank Gore 
(21) rushes past Seattle 
Sea hawks defensive 


during the second r half of 
an NFL football game in 
San Francisco, Thursday, 
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Garcia sets to defend belt in rematch vs Morales 



Boxer Danny Garcia, right, from Philadelphia, the current Ring 
Magazine, WBC and WBA Super Lightweight Champion, wears 
his belts, assisted by trainer Angel Garcia, outside the Barclays 
Center, in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Monday, Oct. 15, 
2012 . 

Associated Press 


DAN GELSTON 
AP Photos 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — It’s 
easy to stride past the gritty 
gym where Danny Garcia 
trains. It’s getting tougher 
to overlook Garcia. 

Each day, Garcia grinds 
out a championship ca¬ 
reer on the second floor 


of a dusty, cramped North 
Philadelphia gym, with only 
a sign that says “Swift Box¬ 
ing Club," and an arrow 
pointing toward rickety, 
wooden steps off to the 
side of the building. 

The 24-year-old Garcia’s 
rise to stardom peaks — for 
now — on Saturday when 


he headlines the first major 
championship boxing card 
in Brooklyn, New York, in 80 
years. Garcia (24-0, 15 KOs) 
is scheduled to defend his 
WBA super lightweight belt 
against Erik Morales (52- 
8, 36 KOs) at the Barclays 
Center. 

The bout hit a bit of a snag 
on Thursday when reports 
surfaced that Morales 
failed a random drug test. 
With Morales' backup B 
sample yet to be tested, 
Garcia was still set to head¬ 
line the card where a win 
could propel him toward 
bigger bouts and paydays. 
He defeated Morales by 
unanimous decision in 
March to win the WBC 
140-pound (63 1/2-kilo¬ 

gram) world title. In July, 
Garcia stopped heavy 
favorite Amir Khan in the 
fourth round to stay unde¬ 
feated and add another 


super lightweight belt to his 
collection, defeating the 
popular fighter in spectac¬ 
ular fashion. 

Garcia claims he showed 
Morales too much respect 
in their first bout, gave the 
veteran time to think, and 
didn’t finish him off in the 
early rounds like he be¬ 
lieves will happen on Satur¬ 
day. 

“Now people know I'm the 
real deal," Garcia said. 

His father has known it for 
years. In a sport where 
some father-son working 
relationships often turn 
sour, the Garcias are try¬ 
ing to buck that trend and 
prove that championships 
can be won and defend¬ 
ed with blood, sweat and 
tough love. Garcia’s out¬ 
spoken father, Angel, has 
been with him every blow 
of his career and adds an 
oversized personality in the 


corner that can overshad¬ 
ow his son. 

Angel Garcia’s temper 
was on full display on Thurs¬ 
day when he unleashed 
a Spanish tirade aimed at 
Morales and his trainer in 
the final news conference 
for the fight. 

But only a week earlier, 
Garcia, who served two 
years in prison when Danny 
was a boy, sat in that Phila¬ 
delphia gym and vowed 
he’d only guide his son, not 
become a focal point for 
the fight. 

“A lot of trainers and fa¬ 
thers, lot of times, they 
want to be the star,” Angel 
said. “They forget, they’re 
not the stars. The star is the 
athlete. You’re just here to 
do your job.” 

Billed as “Swift,” Danny 
Garcia said there was no 
one else he wanted in his 
corner. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 



OHANJE5TAD - The down- 
low n marina Is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
She toe-eetslul Ikhermen 
oi the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjeslad. 

OriSiwood Qwfvgf Herb/ 


Merrywealiw has o love 
and passion for fishing, 
A Ushormgn who know* 
□fpoul Ash. wTvpl pgr Jogpt 
wafers have to alter, and 
what She words "Tre&h sta- 
food" realty moan, 
whar Kerby colchet wii be 
served In his reslouroni go 
she same day. Herby Iqv« 
ia share his fisfwig pow^n 
wish Ihe many visilors tp the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yachl 
and o 50 fi- twin Engine 
Posf yachf, gppropfiglely 
called '"[IrirfwoDd t and II, 
is available 10* charters On 
e doily from Bom io 
12 noon ond from 1 pm io 




WinrrefioMnH. UUH41 Malno Ciwp ftiue Mi*lln RtHiKFtr Tpurn-arwif 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

Achortor mckidos: 
captain. mote, an timing 
equipment, boit. sodas ond 
botrled water, On a lull day 
charier sandwiches, and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herhy directly 
dl (297] 592 4040 Of go lO 
v/ww.dHilwoodorubo.corTV 

Driflwood R ell aui On I 


This authentic Aruban sea- 
Food rdStdurOnl is localcd 
in characteristic downlown 
Omnjesiod,, Their extend¬ 
ed menu hcis been jubted. 
by many. Driftwood oFfers 
doily specials, os wefl as o 
delicious 4-course menu far 
jusl (25.95 

Charier deep sea fishing 
rales: 

1400 ■ 1/2 day 


(760- Full day 
Rales per boot 
Max. 6 people 
Diiftwood Rcslauionl 
Authentic Aftjbon Seolocd 
Restaurani] flipjinaai 12, 
Dawntawn Qranjesfod 
Tel: {297) 563 2515 
ww w.diriitwp odar^ txi.com 

Opening hours: dwery day. 
from 5pm tin lD:3Cpm. 
Sunday Closed, 













































Atwal holds lead in a 
must-win tournament 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Geor¬ 
gia (AP) — Arjun Atwal, 
who is running out of time 
to keep his PGA Tour card, 
used his new putting stroke 
to set up a 7-under 63 in Fri¬ 
day’s second round of the 
McGladrey Classic, taking 
a one-shot lead into the 
weekend. 

Atwal, whose two-year ex¬ 
emption from winning in 
Greensboro, North Caro¬ 
lina, expires this year, is No. 
175 on the money list and 
has only two tournaments 
left to finish in the top 125. 
He opened with three 
straight birdies and took the 
outright lead with a wedge 
into 5 feet on the fifth hole, 
his 14th of the round. 

“I’m in a desperate situa¬ 
tion,” Atwal said. “I got no 
choice — either win or fin¬ 


ish in the top two. So I’ve 
just got to grind it out.” 
Atwal was at 10-under 130, 
a stroke ahead of U.S. Ry¬ 
der Cup captain Davis 
Love III, who is playing his 
third straight tournament 
since his team lost a big 
final day lead against Eu¬ 
rope at Medinah. 

Love hit a 6-iron to 3 feet 
on the 17th hole, putting 
him into the final group on 
Saturday. He is tied with 
Jim Furyk, who is playing his 
first tournament since his 
bogey-bogey finish in the 
Ryder Cup. 

Atwal struggled with a bad 
back early in the year when 
he opened the season by 
missing the cut in seven 
straight tournaments. His 
chronic left knee is acting 
up now and he expects to 
have tests on it at the end 
of the year. 


All he cares about now 
is getting a card for next 
year, a position with which 
he is familiar. 

Two years ago, Atwal had 
to go through Monday 
qualifying for the Wynd- 
ham Championship in 
Greensboro, and then he 
shot a 61 on his way to his 
lone PGA Tour victory. He 
recalls one year on the Na¬ 
tionwide Tour when he won 
late in the season to finish in 
the top 25 and earn back 
his tour card. 

More than injuries, he felt 
he spent too much time 
getting technical with 
his swing after changing 
coaches, and it took him 
until June before he stop¬ 
ping thinking and starting 
playing. He started making 
cuts, but he didn’t make 
up much ground. 

Love moved to Sea Is¬ 
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Arjun Atwal, of India, chips onto the ninth green during 
the second round of the McGladrey Classic PGA Tour golf 
tournament on Friday, Oct. 19, 2012, in St. Simons Island, Ga. 

Associated Press 


land when he was 14. 
What helped more than 
his course knowledge was 
switching to a belly putter. 
“I've been messing around 
with this putter for well over 
a year, I just haven’t had 
the nerve to put it in play," 
Love said. “But I had two 
pro-ams this week so I said, 
‘This is the best time — my 
home greens, two pro-ams 


on my home course.’ So I 
tried it out and the first day 
I used it, I made eight bird¬ 
ies. So it worked.” 

Furyk rolled in an 18-foot 
birdie putt on the 14th, 
converted a two-putt bird¬ 
ie from 100 feet away just 
off the green, and made a 
third straight birdie on the 
16th from about 12 feet. He 
wound up with a 650 



at Alhambra Casino 


Baskin-Robbins • Juan Valdez Cafe 

Dunkin Donuts • Little Caesars 

Fusion ~ Piano, • Subway 

Cigar & Wine Bar 

Ginger- 

Asian Flavors 


• Aruba Aloe® • Intermezzo 

1 • Aruba Memories The Salon 

• Daher& Company • K-Glass 

• Diamonds • The Lazy Liz 

International . The Market 

• Divi Logo Shop 




us today for 
Alhambra's Heatwave of Cash! 

From 6pm to 10pm, we're giving away 
$20 CASH to lucky Advantage players 
every 20 minutes. 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Disappointing teams face off in NFL Week 7 



Dallas Cowboys running back Felix Jones falls into the end zone 
for a touchdown in the first half of an NFL football game against 
the Baltimore Ravens in Baltimore, Sunday, Oct. 14, 2012. 

Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two of 
the NFL’s most disappoint¬ 
ing teams meet in Char¬ 
lotte on Sunday. 

And two more of them 
meet in Cincinnati. 

The Dallas Cowboys head 
to the Carolina Panthers 
having lost three of their 
last four after an uplift¬ 
ing opening victory over 
the New York Giants. Dal¬ 
las had designs on taking 
charge of the NFC East, es¬ 
pecially following the victo¬ 
ry in the Meadowlands, but 
finds itself in last place in 
the division thanks to bad 
time management, criti¬ 
cal dropped passes and a 
conference-high nine inter¬ 
ceptions off Tony Romo. 
“We need a victory, bad,” 
fullback Lawrence Vickers 
said. “This is very critical to 
get this win.” 

Carolina didn't have such 
high expectations, but 
the Panthers expected to 
build off Cam Newton’s of¬ 
fensive rookie of the year 
campaign and at least 
contend in the NFC South. 
Instead — and even with 
New Orleans and Tampa 
Bay struggling — the Pan¬ 
thers are an also-ran with 


one win, ranked 23rd in 
yards gained and 25th in 
points scored; in 2011 they 
finished seventh in total 
offense and fifth in points 
scored. 

“This team relies heav¬ 
ily on this offense, and 
that’s been different than 
in years past,” veteran re¬ 
ceiver Steve Smith said. 
“And yet we haven’t done 
anything consistently that 
would help our defense 
stay off the field. All we've 
done is kind of been mid¬ 
dling around a little bit and 
been real lethargic and left 


(the defense) out there on 
the field longer than they 
should be.” 

The Pittsburgh Steelers 
can’t be accused of that; 
their offense has been very 
protective of the ball (only 
four turnovers) and quite 
productive through the air, 
ranking seventh in yards 
passing. But Pittsburgh has 
the appearance of a team 
in transition, particularly 
on the offensive line and 
everywhere on defense, 
where injuries have been 
damaging — star safety 
Troy Polamalu won’t play 


Sunday night. 

“It comes down to play¬ 
making,” coach Mike Tom¬ 
lin said, “and we haven’t 
made enough significant 
plays.” 

When they head to Cincin¬ 
nati, the Steelers will find an 
AFC North rival which is reel¬ 
ing. The Bengals flopped 
against Miami at home, 
then in Cleveland, hand¬ 
ing the Browns their first win. 
Their big-play defense has 
yet to materialize. 

“It's not time to jump ship,” 
offensive tackle Andrew 
Whitworth said. “We’re 3-3 
just like everybody else in 
our conference. At the end 
of the day, it’s not about 
wins and losses, it's about 
who makes the playoffs. 
“Our goals are all still right 
there in front of us. Some¬ 
body that’s 3-3 has to go 
win some games and get 
in the playoffs. Why not be 
us?” The American Foot¬ 
ball Conference teams 
features seven teams with 
3-3 records, including the 
entire East division, and the 
only teams with winning 
records face each other 
when the Houston Texans 
welcome Baltimore. 

The Ravens had a rousing 
31 -29 victory over Dallas last 


weekend, but it was way 
too costly. The right triceps 
injury that likely will sideline 
Ray Lewis for the remainder 
of the season takes away 
Baltimore's heart and soul, 
their true leader. And the 
left knee injury to Lardarius 
Webb that requires surgery 
takes away the team’s best 
cover cornerback. 

“Well you don't replace it 
specifically,” coach John 
Harbaugh said of losing 
Lewis. “We’ll all have to 
replace, it’ll be up to all of 
us, 53 players, 20 coaches, 
front office, scouts, cafete¬ 
ria workers, we're all going 
to have to grab onto the 
rope on that one. He's ... 
arguably one of the great¬ 
est leaders in all of sports." 
After its first stumble of the 
season with a loss to Green 
Bay, Houston can grab 
back the inside track to be¬ 
ing the AFC’s elite team. 
Not that the Texans have it 
in mind. 

“This is what, the seventh 
game of the season? We're 
not even halfway finished,” 
running back Arian Foster 
said. “So it could go down¬ 
hill or uphill, either way. So 
nobody’s thinking about 
that. We’re just thinking 
about winning Game 7.'0 


49ers make just enough plays, hold off Seahawks 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The San Francisco 49ers sit 
alone atop the NFC West 
division after a 13-6 win 
over the Seattle Seahawks 
on Thurday. 

Alex Smith threw a 12-yard 
touchdown pass to Dela- 
nie Walker late in the third 
quarter and San Francisco 
won their long-awaited di¬ 
vision opener. 

Frank Gore ran for 131 
yards as the 49ers took 
over sole possession of first 
place in the NFC West. 
They made just enough 
plays to win this defense- 
first game, featuring two 
teams allowing fewer than 
16 points per game. 
Walker's score was San 
Francisco’s first touchdown 
in seven quarters after an 
embarrassing 26-3 loss to 
the New York Giants on 



San Francisco 49ers tight end Delanie Walker (46) beats Seattle 
Seahawks free safety Earl Thomas (29) for a pass and runs into 
the end zone for a touchdown in the third quarter on October 18, 
2012 at Candlestick Park in San Francisco, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Sunday in a lopsided re¬ 
prise of last year’s NFC 
championship game. The 
tight end broke his jaw at 
Seattle last Dec. 24 and sat 
out until the title game. 
Smith went 14 of 23 for 140 
yards in another subpar 
performance. 

NFC rushing leader Mar- 
shawn Lynch finished with 
103 yards for Seattle. 

It’s now Jim Harbaugh 3, 
Pete Carroll 0 since these 
two coaching rivals started 
facing off in the NFL last 
year after all those memo¬ 
rable moments in college 
football 

Harbaugh's teams have 
shown they are quick to 
forget their losses. The 49ers 
improved to 5-0 after reg¬ 
ular-season defeats since 
Harbaugh took over. 

Gore had his third 100-yard 
game of the season, not to 


be outdone by Lynch on 
the other side. 

Lynch carried 19 times and 
bounced back from a 41- 
yard outing in Sunday’s 
home win against New Eng¬ 
land. The 49ers’ top-ranked 
defense hadn't allowed a 
100-yard rusher in 22 con¬ 
secutive home games but 
now have given up two in 
five days. Seahawks quar¬ 
terback Russell Wilson went 
9 of 23 for 122 yards, an in¬ 
terception and two sacks. 
He had several deep balls 
in the first half that were 
right on target but the re¬ 
ceivers couldn’t come 
down with the football. 
Another key miss helped 
seal it for San Francisco. 

On Seattle’s second-to-last 
drive, Patrick Willis tipped 
a pass by Wilson on third- 
and-12 just before the 
2-minute warning.Q 
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Our Kitchen is open from 
10AM-10PM 

We are CLOSED on SUNDAYS 


Once you visit downtown don ’t forget 
to stop by Mojito’s Cantina & Grill. 

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 

We serve Authentic Cuban and 
Latin American Cuisine 

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 



Cardinals beat Giants 8-3 
to take 3-1 lead in NLCS 


Cardinals’ Matt Carpenter scores on a single by Matt Holliday 
as San Francisco catcher Hector Sanchez is unable to handle 
the throw in fifth inning action during Game 4 of the National 
League Championship Series between the St. Louis Cardinals 
and the San Francisco Giants on Thursday, Oct. 18, 2012, at 
Busch Stadium in St. Louis, Mo. 

Associated Press 


By R.B. FALLSTROM 
AP Sports Writer 
ST. LOUIS (AP) -The St. Louis 
Cardinals are oh so close. 
They know better than to 
start celebrating yet. 

To a man, the defending 
World Series champions 
kept their latest victory in 
perspective Thursday night. 
Before cashing in another 
wild-card run to a second 
straight pennant, they've 
still got to beat the San 
Francisco Giants one more 
time. "We're not taking 
the last game to get into 
the World Series for grant¬ 
ed,” Matt Holliday said af¬ 
ter an 8-3 win put St. Louis 
up 3-1 in the best-of-seven 
NL championship series 
with a chance to wrap it up 
at home. "The Giants have 
proven they're a great 
team and they had their 
backs to the wall against 
the Reds.” 

Seated next to Holliday on 
the podium, Adam Wain- 
wright chimed in: "Well 
said.” 

The Giants won three 
straight to eliminate Cin¬ 
cinnati in the division se¬ 
ries. Now they have to do it 
again against a team that 
appears to have every¬ 
thing working. 

"They do have something, 
there’s no getting around 
that,” San Francisco man¬ 
ager Bruce Bochysaid. "It's 
not over. We’ve been in 
this position. We know it's 
an uphill battle, but we’ve 
been here before.” 

The Giants are in a hole af¬ 
ter Wainwright threw seven 
innings of four-hit ball and 
St. Louis' offense roughed 
up Tim Lincecum and the 
San Francisco bullpen. 

"This is where we are and 
what we’ve got to deal 
with,” Hunter Pence said. 
"The last series we were 


down in a similar situation, 
but this is a new series.” 

The Cardinals can close it 
out at home Friday night in 
Game 5. Lance Lynn faces 
Giants lefty Barry Zito, and a 
St. Louis win would set up a 
2006 World Series rematch 
with Detroit. 

Plus, the Cardinals could 
have Carlos Beltran back 
in the lineup. Beltran missed 
virtually all of Games 3 and 
4 with a left knee strain but 
is optimistic about play¬ 
ing in Game 5 after doing 
some jogging and hitting 
indoors Thursday. 

"Right now, the plan is to 
come in tomorrow and do 
what I have to do in order 
to be in the lineup,” said 
Beltran, who is batting .375 
in the postseason with three 
homers and six RBIs. "To¬ 
day was a better day for 
me, better than yesterday. 
"Tomorrow is the day I 
need to go for it.” 

Holliday, Jon Jay and 
Yadier Molina had two RBIs 
apiece to lead a 12-hit out¬ 
burst by a team that bat¬ 
ted just. 198 through the first 
three games of the series. 
Lincecum was a bust in 
his first postseason start 
since the 2010 World Series 
clincher over Texas, giving 
up four runs in 4 2-3 innings. 
"That second inning was a 
little bit laborious, but the 
third and fourth were a little 
bit better and I thought I 
was going to carry it further 


in the game,” Lincecum 
said. "I ran into some 
bumps in that fifth.” 

The two-time Cy Young 
Award winner with the 
quirky delivery earned 
a shot based on nearly 
spotless relief work earlier 
in the postseason but 
reverted to regular-season 
form, when he was 10- 
15 with a 5.18 ERA, worst 
among qualifying starters in 
the National League. 
Wainwright was a 
glorified cheerleader 

while rehabbing from 
reconstructive elbow 
surgery during the 
Cardinals’ improbable title 
drive last fall. They earned 
the wild card on the final 
day of the season and then 
upset the favored Phillies, 
Brewers and Rangers to 
give manager Tony La 
Russa a chance to retire on 
top. 

Under rookie manager 
Mike Matheny, the 88-win 
Cardinals were the final 
team to qualify this year, 
too. Once again, they’ve 
stepped up their game. 
Wainwright bounced 
back from a poor outing in 
Game 5 of the NL division 
series against Washington, 
striking out five and walking 
none for his first postseason 
victory as a starter. 

"It was a big motivator,” 
he said. "I know that I’m 
good enough to pitch in 
the postseason, to carry this 


team deep into the game, 
give them a quality game, 
a quality outing. Last time 
I didn’t do it, but I knew 
tonight if I just believed in 
myself and went out there 
and executed pitches I 
would be in good shape.” 
The lone damage against 
Wainwright came on 
Pence’s first homer and 
RBI of the postseason, 
a second-inning clout 
estimated at 451 feet that 
soared over the visitor's 
bullpen into the left-center 
bleachers to cut the 
Cardinals' lead to 2-1. 

Now, the 14-game winner 


can just about taste his first 
World Series as an active 
player since striking out 
Brandon Inge as the stand- 
in closer for injured Jason 
Isringhausen in the 2006 
clincher over the Tigers. 
"This whole experience is so 
special as it is,” Wainwright 
said. "But to get back to 
that World Series is always 
the way to go." 

Holliday wasn’t surprised 
by Wainwright's strong 
performance. 

"You expect Adam to 
pitch well and pitch like an 
ace, and he did,” Holliday 
said. □ 


Roberto’s 

Waters ports 

3 hours sailing & Snorfceling on Ihe 
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Freezing eggs for fertility works, caution urged 


LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Freezing human eggs can 
be successful in treating 
infertility — but U.S. guide¬ 
lines issued Friday still urge 
caution for women hoping 
to pause a ticking biologi¬ 
cal clock. 

Egg freezing had long been 
labeled experimental, but 
the American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine 
declared that is no longer 
the case. The group cited 
studies that found younger 
women are about as likely 
to get pregnant if they used 
frozen-and-thawed eggs 
for their infertility treatment 
as if they used fresh ones. 
The move is expected to 
help cancer patients pre¬ 
serve their fertility, by push¬ 
ing more insurers to pay 
for their procedure, and to 
boost banking of donat¬ 
ed eggs, similar to sperm 
banking. 

Flere is the controversy: 
Should otherwise healthy 
women freeze their eggs as 
sort of an insurance policy 
against infertility in case 
they do not meet Mr. Right 
— or just are not ready for 
motherhood — until their 
late 30s or beyond, when 
the childbearing window is 
closing fast? 

The pricey technology, 
which insurance does not 
cover for elective reasons, 
is being marketed aggres¬ 
sively for just that use. 

Yet the society that repre¬ 
sents doctors who treat in¬ 
fertility stopped short of en¬ 
dorsing egg freezing solely 
for deferring childbearing 
until women are older. The 
conclusion: It's not at all 
clear who's a good can¬ 
didate, or if women who 
store their eggs are being 
given a false sense of secu¬ 
rity. 

“The bottom line is there 
is no guarantee,” said Dr. 
Samantha Pfeifer of the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
who chaired the society’s 
guideline committee. “A 
lot of women interested in 
using this technology are in 
their late 30s, early 40s, and 
they may have the worst 
success of anybody." 
Anyone considering egg 
freezing needs careful 
counseling about their age 


and the odds of success 
if they want to later thaw 
those eggs for use in in vitro 
fertilization, the guidelines 
stress. “It’s an insurance 
policy that many of those 
women may never need 
to turn in," added Dr. Eric 
Widra of Georgetown Uni¬ 
versity, who co-authored 
the guideline. 


MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The fun¬ 
gus found in tainted steroid 
shots matches the one be¬ 
hind the national meningi¬ 
tis outbreak that has killed 
20 people, federal health 
officials said Thursday. The 
match confirms the link be¬ 
tween the outbreak and 
the maker of the steroids. 
New England Compound¬ 
ing Center of Framingham, 
Massachusetts. Officials 
previously said they found 
fungus in more than 50 un¬ 
opened vials from the com¬ 
pany, but needed more 
tests to determine the kind 
of fungus. 

The specialty pharmacy 
has been at the center of 
a federal and state investi¬ 
gation into more than 250 
fungal meningitis cases. The 
death toll rose Thursday to 
20 . 

The victims in the outbreak 
had all received steroid 
shots made by the phar¬ 
macy, mostly to treat back 
pain. The company last 
month recalled three lots 


But proponents of egg 
freezing, known medically 
as oocyte cryopreserva- 
tion, say lifting the experi¬ 
mental label will encour¬ 
age more women to check 
out the option, and they’ll 
make an educated choice. 
“It’s none of our business 
to tell someone, ‘No, you 
shouldn’t delay childbear¬ 


of the steroid made since 
May. It later shut down op¬ 
erations and recalled all 
the medicines it makes. 

The fungus was confirmed 


in one steroid batch made 
in August, according to the 
Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion and the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. The CDC has linked 


ing if you choose for what¬ 
ever reason,”’ said Dr. 
James Grifo of New York 
University, whose center 
has frozen more than 1,100 
batches of eggs, mostly for 
elective fertility preserva¬ 
tion. “It's not a promise. It's 
hope and insurance." 

For Brigitte Adams of San 
Francisco, that hope of a fu¬ 
ture pregnancy was worth 
paying about $15,000 to 
freeze 11 eggs, especially 
when her parents covered 
half the bill. 

“I'm glad I did it when I did 
it. I wish I had done it a few 
years earlier,” said Adams, 
who had the procedure 
about a year ago at age 
39. Her doctor estimated 
she’d have a 30 percent 
chance of pregnancy us¬ 
ing those eggs later on, 
“and I thought a 30 percent 
chance was better than a 
zero chance.” 

Adams started a web 
site, eggsurance.com, to 
spread word of women’s 
experiences with egg freez¬ 
ing. She says one of the 
most-asked questions is 
how to learn about clinics' 


outbreak illnesses to all 
three lots; tests are continu¬ 
ing on the other two lots. 
The initial recall involved 
about 17,700 single-dose 


vials of the steroid sent to 
clinics in 23 states. As many 
as 14,000 people got shots 
from the three lots. 

The company released a 
statement Thursday after¬ 


success rates using frozen 
eggs. Specialists say lift¬ 
ing the experimental label 
means more clinics will start 
publicly reporting that infor¬ 
mation like they do now for 
other infertility procedures. 
Sperm routinely are frozen. 
So are the extra embryos of 
couples undergoing infertil¬ 
ity treatment, in case they 
want to use them for later 
pregnancy attempts. 

But eggs proved more deli¬ 
cate and difficult to freeze 
than sperm or embryos. The 
problem: Eggs contain lots 
of water, and early meth¬ 
ods of freezing and thaw¬ 
ing allowed ice crystals to 
form that could destroy or 
damage them. In the past 
decade, scientists created 
a flash-freezing method 
called vitrification that ap¬ 
pears to overcome that 
challenge. 

For a number of years, 
egg-freezing has been of¬ 
fered experimentally for 
young women or girls who 
are diagnosed with can¬ 
cer or other serious illnesses 
that would destroy their 
ovaries. □ 


noon that said, in part; “We 
are eager to review these 
findings as part of our con¬ 
tinued cooperation with 
the CDC and FDA to iden¬ 
tify the cause of this con¬ 
tamination." 

The fungus in the vials — 
Exserohilum rostratum — is 
the same as that found in 
at least 45 people sickened 
with fungal meningitis. 

“We were able to link the 
organism in these vials to 
the organism in the pa¬ 
tients,” said the CDC’s Mary 
Brandt, whose lab did the 
testing. The FDA-CDC an¬ 
nouncement did not say 
how many tested vials had 
that kind of fungus. 
Exserohilum is common in 
dirt and grasses, but it rarely 
causes illness and has never 
before been identified as a 
cause of meningitis, CDC 
officials have said. 
Meningitis is caused by the 
inflammation of protective 
membranes covering the 
brain and spinal cord. Taint¬ 
ed spinal injections would 
directly put germs into that 
part of the bodyO 



Egg freezing had long been labeled experimental, but the 
American Society for Reproductive Medicine declared that is 
no longer the case. The group cited studies that found younger 
women are about as likely to get pregnant if they used frozen- 
and-thawed eggs for their infertility treatment as if they used 
fresh ones. 

(Handout Photo) 


Fungus in tainted steroids, patients match 



Federal agents investigate the offices of New England 
Compounding Center in Framingham, Mass., Tuesday, Oct. 16, 
2012. — The fungus found in tainted steroid shots matches the 
one behind the national meningitis outbreak that has killed 20 
people, federal health officials said Thursday. 

(AP Photo/The Boston Globe, Barry Chin) 
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Google opens window into secretive data centers 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google is opening a virtual 
window into the secretive 
data centers where an in¬ 
tricate maze of comput¬ 
ers process Internet search 
requests, show YouTube 
video clips and distribute 
email for millions of people. 
The unprecedented peek 
is being provided through 
a new website unveiled 
Wednesday at http:// 
www.google.com/about/ 
datacenters/gallery/ 
(hash)/ . The site features 
photos from inside some of 
the eight data centers that 
Google Inc. already has 
running in the U.S., Finland 
and Belgium. Google is 
also building data centers 
in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Sin¬ 
gapore and Chile. 

Virtual tours of a North 
Carolina data center also 
will be available through 
Google's “Street View" ser¬ 
vice, which is usually used 
to view photos of neighbor¬ 
hoods around the world. 
The photographic access 
to Google's data centers 
coincides with the publica¬ 
tion of a Wired magazine 
article about how the com¬ 
pany builds and operates 
them. The article is written 
by Steven Levy, a journal¬ 
ist who won Google's trust 
while writing “In The Plex,” 
a book published last year 
about the company's phi¬ 
losophy and evolution. 

The data centers represent 
Google’s nerve center, al¬ 
though none are located 
near the company’s head¬ 
quarters in Mountain View, 
California. 

As Google blossomed from 
its roots in a Silicon Val¬ 



This undated photo provided by Google shows a Google data center in in Douglas Country, Ga. 

Associated Press 


peer into its data centers, 
Google intends to closely 
guard physical access to 
its buildings. The company 
also remains cagey about 
how many computers are 
in its data centers, saying 
only that they house hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of ma¬ 
chines to run Google’s ser¬ 
vices. 

Google’s need for so many 
computers has turned the 
company a major electric¬ 
ity user, although manage¬ 
ment says it's constantly 
looking for ways to reduce 
power consumption to pro¬ 
tect the environment and 
lower its expenses. 

The company’s data cen¬ 
ters are located in: Berke¬ 
ley County, South Carolina; 
Council Bluffs, Iowa; Doug¬ 
las County, Georgia; Mayes 
County, Oklahoma; Lenoir, 
North Carolina; The Dalles, 
Oregon; Hamina, Finland; 



This undated photo provided by Google shows a Google 
technician working on some of the computers in the Dalles, Ore., 
data center. 


ley garage, company co¬ 
founders Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin worked with 
other engineers to develop 
a system to connect low- 
cost computer servers in a 
way that would help them 
realize their ambition to 
provide a digital roadmap 
to all of the world’s infor¬ 
mation. 

Initially, Google just wanted 
enough computing power 
to index all the websites 
on the Internet and deliver 
quick responses to search 
requests. As Google’s ten¬ 
tacles extended into other 
markets, the company had 
to keep adding more com¬ 
puters to store videos, pho¬ 
tos, email and information 
about their users’ prefer¬ 
ences. 

The insights that Google 
gathers about the more 


than 1 billion people that 
use its services has made 
the company a frequent 
target of privacy com¬ 
plaints around the world. 
The latest missive came 
Tuesday in Europe, where 
regulators told Google 
to revise a 7-month-old 
change to its privacy poli¬ 
cy that enables the com¬ 
pany to combine user data 
collected from its different 
services. 

Google studies Internet 
search requests and Web 
surfing habits in an effort to 
gain a better understand¬ 
ing of what people like. The 
company does this in an ef¬ 
fort to show ads of products 
and services to the people 
most likely to be interested 
in buying them. Advertising 
accounts for virtually all of 
Google’s revenue, which 


totaled nearly $23 billion 
through the first half of this 
year. 

Even as it allows anyone 
with a Web browser to 


Associated Press 

and St. Ghislain, Belgium. 
Other data centers are be¬ 
ing built in Quilicura, Chile; 
Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Taiwan. □ 
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Homes data, earns drag down markets 



A home for sale in Miami Lakes, Fla. U.S. sales of previously oc¬ 
cupied homes fell in September after hitting a two-year high in 
August, in part because there were fewer homes available for 
sale. The National Association of Realtors said Friday, Oct. 19, 
2012 that sales dipped 1.7 percent to a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 4.75 million. That's down from a rate of 4.83 million in 
August, which was the highest in more than two years. 

(AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Poor 
corporate earnings reports 
pounded the stock market 
Friday in a sour end to an 
otherwise strong week of 
trading. The Dow Jones in¬ 
dustrial average fell more 
than 200 points for its worst 
day in four months. 
Disappointing results from 
three giants of the Dow — 
Microsoft, General Electric 
and McDonald’s — were 
to blame. But the broader 
market fell, too, and the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 in¬ 


dex fared even worse in 
percentage terms. 

The Dow sank 205.43 points, 
or 1.5 percent, to close 
at 13,343.51. The S&P lost 
24.15, or 1.7 percent, to 
1,433.19. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite index, hammered 
by a second ugly day for 
Google, lost 67.25 points to 
3,005.62, a 2.2 percent de¬ 
cline. 

The big drops Friday left the 
Dow and S&P clinging to 
gains for the week. 
Financial analysts expect 
corporate earnings for July 
through September to be 


lower than the same period 
a year ago, which would 
be the first yearly decline in 
three years. 

Through Thursday, with 115 
companies in the S&P 500 
reporting, earnings were 
down 3.7 percent com¬ 
pared with a year earlier, 
according to Thomson Re¬ 
uters, a financial data pro¬ 
vider, and ING, a financial 
company. 

“And once you get one 
quarter of negative earn¬ 
ings, it’s a precursor," said 
Doug Cote, chief market 
strategist at ING Investment 
Management in New York. 
“It’s the cockroach theory: 
If you find one, there’s prob¬ 
ably many more.” 

All 10 industry groups in the 
S&P 500 fell, led by technol¬ 
ogy and materials stocks. 
For a time Home Depot and 
Bank of America were the 
only stocks in the Dow trad¬ 
ing higher for the day, but 
by 3 p.m. they were lower, 
too. 

Google continued its slump, 
losing $13.21 to $681.79, a 
day after its earnings re¬ 
port was accidently hours 
ahead of schedule. The 
report raised questions for 
Google and other Internet 
companies about ads that 
target mobile devices. 

It's been a tough week for 
technology companies. IBM 
pointed to Europe’s troubles 
and slowing business spend¬ 
ing when it posted weak¬ 
er revenue than analysts 
expected.Q 


GE 3Q earnings rise; 
revenue disappoints 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — General 
Electric Co.’s transformation 
into a more simple industrial 
company seems to be help¬ 
ing its bottom line. 

The top line, though, is lag¬ 
ging slightly. GE’s net in¬ 
come rose 49 percent in the 
third quarter to $3.49 billion, 
or 33 cents per share. On an 
adjusted basis, GE earned 
36 cents per share, in line 


analysts’ expectations 
and up 13 percent from a 
year earlier. Revenue rose 
$1 billion, or 3 percent, to 
$36.35 billion. But analysts 
were looking for revenue of 
$36.95 billion and GE shares 
fell 2.8 percent in afternoon 
trading. The relatively weak 
global economy is forcing 
GE to cut back, though, to 
protect profits. The compa¬ 
ny said it is on track to cut 
$2.8 billion this year as part 


of its “simplification” efforts. 
This is helping profit margins. 
GE’s operating profit mar¬ 
gin grew to 14.4 percent 
from 13.7 percent in the 
third quarter. 

GE earned 22 cents in the 
year-earlier quarter. During 
that period the company 
repaid $3 billion to Warren 
Buffett’s Berskshire Hatha¬ 
way for its investment in GE 
during the depths of the fi¬ 
nancial crisis. □ 



Stronger dollar digests 
McDonald’s 3Q results 


MAE ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tough 
competition in the U.S. 
and the weakening econ¬ 
omy abroad was a double 
whammy for McDonald’s 
in the third-quarter, send¬ 
ing the burger chain’s net 
income down nearly 4 
percent. 

McDonald's said it was 
adjusting some of its plans 
to deal with the pressures, 
including stepping up ad¬ 
vertising for its dollar menu 
and bringing back the 
popular McRib sandwich 
nationally in December to 
drive traffic info U.S. stores. 
The world’s largest ham¬ 
burger chain with 33,000 
locations worldwide has 
thrived in boom and bust 


ever that this operating en¬ 
vironment is the new nor¬ 
mal. As such our near-term 
focus is on stabilizing and 
growing traffic and market 
share.” 

In Europe, where McDon¬ 
ald's does 40 percent of its 
business, revenue in stores 
open at least 13 months 
rose 1.8 percent, hurt by 
negative guest traffic. 

In Asia/Pacific, the Middle 
East and Africa, the mea¬ 
sure rose 1.4 percent as the 
company promoted limit¬ 
ed-time offers and traffic 
increased. 

In China, the measure 
rose 3.6 percent. Many U.S. 
companies are focusing on 
China for growth, but there 
is concern of a slowdown in 
the country. But Thompson 



People buy ice cream at a McDonald's, American fast food 
restaurant, in Beijing Friday, Oct. 19, 2012. Tough competition 
in the U.S. and the weakening economy abroad was a dou¬ 
ble whammy for McDonald’s in the third-quarter, sending the 
burger chain's net income down nearly 4 percent. 

(AP Photo/Andy Wong) 


times by selling cheap eats 
and constantly updating 
its menu. But global eco¬ 
nomic pressures and in¬ 
tensifying compefition are 
wearing at the company, 
which does two-thirds of 
its business overseas. 
“When economic crisis 
began in 2008, 
few people thought the 
environment would still be 
as uncertain and fragile as 
it is today," said CEO Don 
Thompson in a call with 
analysts. “It is clear how- 


said the country is a “mar¬ 
ket with significant poten¬ 
tial," and that McDonald’s 
is on track to open 225 to 
250 restaurants there this 
year, with the goal of hav¬ 
ing 2000 open by the end 
of 2013. 

Thompson said revenue 
in stores open at least 13 
months, a key restaurant 
metric, is trending negative 
so far in October. 

That news sent shares 
down $3.31, or 3.6 percent, 
to $89.55 in tradingO 


























m 


m 


BUSINESS I 25 


Saturday, October 20, 2012 





HF PELICAN m 


‘For the ultimate,.. Sunset Vinner experience "...I 




^ Present this atl & enjoy a FREE CEV1CHE 

por coupe nvilli jour .1 course meal. 

The tree) of Palm Beach, located on the Caribbean Ocean 
amid turquoise waters and frash sunny breezes. The menu 
offers an impressive selection of trash Seafood, 
International dishes, a relaxing atmosphere, exclusive 
sealing for dinner and the option while to feud the fish, 

totals fl tame an Mutiny inn a tie Plata Linda inert ■ wwui.im( lean arubaxam 


For reservation calt; 


Moody’s warns of weak German banking sector 


JACK EWING 
© 2012 New York Times 
FRANKFURT, Germany - 

The debt ratings agency 
Moody’s Investors Service 
provided a reminder Fri¬ 
day that the vaunted Ger¬ 
man economy has a major 
weakness: its banking sys¬ 
tem. 

In a report, Moody’s 
warned that German banks 
suffer from meager profits, 
rising risk and insufficient re¬ 
serves to absorb losses. The 
rating agency reaffirmed 
the negative outlook it has 
assigned to German banks 
since 2008. 

The poor state of German 
banks seems surprising con¬ 
sidering that the country’s 
economy has held up fairly 
well to the euro zone crisis. 
In addition, German banks 
benefit from the country’s 
status as a haven from the 
turmoil and are able to bor¬ 
row money at much lower 
rates than counterparts in 
other European countries. 


There is no real estate bub¬ 
ble and households are not 
over-indebted. 

German banks did, how¬ 
ever, invest heavily in coun¬ 
tries like Spain and Italy 
before the crisis, because 
they could earn more prof¬ 
its there than at home. Four 
years after the financial cri¬ 
sis began, they remain ex¬ 
posed to problems in those 
countries, Moody’s said. 

In addition, Moody’s said, 
Germany still has too many 
banks in relation to the size 
of the country. The oversup¬ 
ply pushes down lending 
rates and profits. 

“Intense competition and 
low interest rates are caus¬ 
ing margin pressure that will 
likely further erode already- 
weak bank revenues and 
profits," Moody’s said in a 
statement early Friday. 

The combination of low 
profits and high leverage 
“will make it difficult for 
many German banks to 
cope with major (unfore¬ 


seen) losses,” Moody’s said. 
The report comes after Eu¬ 
ropean leaders meeting 
in Brussels until early Friday 
agreed on legislation that 


will concentrate banking 
supervision at the European 
Central Bank, a measure 
aimed at preventing na¬ 
tional regulators from favor¬ 
ing their own banks. Weak 
regulation is blamed on 


problems in Spanish banks. 
But the leaders were vague 
on when the new regula¬ 
tory regime will take shape, 
apparently in deference to 


German political sensitivi¬ 
ties. 

German leaders have re¬ 
sisted giving up supervisory 
control of smaller and mid¬ 
sized banks, which are of¬ 
ten owned by states or mu¬ 


nicipalities and are a formi¬ 
dable lobby in Berlin. 
Moody’s examined 41 
large lenders which it said 
accounted for 85 percent 
of loans in Germany. But it 
noted banks it did not in¬ 
clude in the report may 
also be vulnerable. “Many 
of the more retail-oriented 
German savings banks and 
local cooperative banks 
are less stressed, although 
they, too, face growth and 
margin pressures,” Moody’s 
said. 

Most of the debate in Eu¬ 
rope has focused on Span¬ 
ish banks like Bankia, and 
the cost to the govern¬ 
ment of rescuing them. 
As in Spain, though, many 
German banks are partly 
or wholly owned by local 
governments. Their lending 
decisions can be skewed 
by political considerations, 
and the owners are reluc¬ 
tant to close them or re¬ 
duce them in size when 
business declines. □ 



The debt ratings agency Moody’s Investors Service provided a 
reminder Friday that the vaunted German economy has a major 
weakness: its banking system. 

(Handout Photo) 


An SEC filer’s nightmare: making it public too soon 


SHAILA DEWAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

The contractors who file earnings reports and 
other documents with the Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission live in fear of pushing the 
“send” button too soon. 

These agents, who use an electronic system 
called Edgar, know that a new SEC filing be¬ 
comes instantly available online. Timing is a 
matter of strategy, with companies calibrating 
their releases to market hours. Deadlines can be 
missed, deals can fall through and stock prices 
can plunge unchecked if financial information is 
disclosed unexpectedly. 

“It doesn't happen often," said Ron Passaro, a 
former filing agent in Manhattan. “The risk is in¬ 
sane." 

He added: “There's really no way to pull it down 
once it's up. You have to go through a lot of 
hoops and hurdles to pull it down, and by that 
time the damage is done.” 

Posted information is quickly replicated by third- 
party websites. Once several websites pulled Bill 
Gates’ Social Security number from SEC filings 
and publicized it. 

On Thursday, Google said its filing agent, R.R. 


Donnelley & Sons, released its earnings several 
hours earlier than planned. The company’s 
stock dropped by nearly 10 percent, and trades 
were frozen for several hours. 

Donnelley responded, “We are fully engaged 
in an investigation to determine how this event 
took place and are pursuing our first obligation - 
which is to serve our valued customer." 
Thankfully, several filing agents said, such errors 
are rare - and rarely are newsworthy. 

“I can’t remember one that’s been apparently 
as bad as this one,” said Alexander Zervakos, 
the president of Securex, a Denver-based filing 
service. 

Zervakos said his company had several safe¬ 
guards against early posting and that employ¬ 
ees were trained to look for signs of an unfin¬ 
ished document and personal information, like 
Social Security numbers or home addresses, that 
is sometimes inadvertently included. 

In Google’s case, the document filed said 
“pending Larry quote,” indicating the place 
where a quote from the chief executive, Larry 
Page, was supposed to be inserted. 

It is not clear how much liability R.R. Donnelley 
might bear for any losses Google incurred be¬ 


cause of the early release of the report. Some 
have suggested that it will not be much be¬ 
cause the earnings reported were accurate. 
But James Plumb, a longtime filing agent in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, said he knew of at least one case in 
which an agent had to pay for its error, although 
it was two decades ago. 

“Could you get sued? Sure," he said. “The way 
I look at it, yes, if I make a mistake, I’m respon¬ 
sible.” 

R.R. Donnelley is the largest filing agent, accord¬ 
ing to secinfo.com, and has filed more than half 
a million documents with the SEC over the past 
decade. It handled the filings for the Facebook 
initial public offering and files reports for large 
companies, including General Motors, Toyota 
and Michael Kors Holdings. 

But filing documents is a tiny part of Donnelley’s 
huge printing business - providing about $225 
million out of $10.5 billion in revenue, analysts 
said. The company prints catalogs, mailers, text¬ 
books and magazines, among other items. 

R.R. Donnelley recently expanded its financial 
printing operation, acquiring two companies 
that also specialize in filing, Edgar Online and 
Bowne. □ 
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I'M GOING TO DAG'S... HE'S SHOWING 
A REPLAV OF THE HIGH SCHOOL 
“GAME OF THE WEEK" THAT 
ALEXANDER QUARTERBACKED/ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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WATCHING? 
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WHEN DID HE 
GROW THAT 0(5$ 
BEARD? DID 
THE*' SERVE 
LASAGNA ATHIS 
INAUGURATION? 
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GRIMM, PRESIDENT 
GARFIELD AND THE 
CAT ARE TWO „ 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE.. 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 10/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Choose 

5 Car accident 

10 As strong _ ox 

14 Late tennis pro 
Arthur _ 

15 Japanese 
verse of 3 lines 

16 _ tag; ID label 

17 Pottery material 

18 Rude 

20 Norton or Berry 

21 Performs 

22 home is his 
castle” 

23 Ship levels 

25 Luau dish 

26 Scissors 

28 Residents of 
Italy’s capital 

31 One of the vital 
signs 

32 Native New 
Zealander 

34 Dine 

36 Leave out 

37 Eskimo canoe 

38 Big name in 
soccer 

39 Even score 

40 Any two-footed 
animal 

41 Family car 

42 Reveries 

44 Open lands for 
farming 

45 Pompous fool 

46 Serving utensil 

47 Gush forth 

50 Ten-cent piece 

51 Yrbk. section 

54 Filled tube¬ 
shaped pasta 

57 Continent east 
of Russia 

58 Nurse’s helper 

59 Example to be 
imitated 

60 Misfortunes 

61 Trampled 

62 Terrible pain 

63 Deli loaves 

DOWN 

1 Fill a suitcase 

2 _ of Wight 

3 Flanging lamp 

4 Door opener 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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5 Norris and 
Connors 

6 Talks wildly 

7 Goals 

8 Music from 
Jamaica 

9 Attila the _ 

10 Red blood cell 
deficiency 

11 Actress Gilbert 

12 “So be it!” 

13 Beatty & others 
19 Mama Judd 

21 Farmland unit 

24 Vane direction 

25 White meat 

26 Catch sight of 

27 Muggy 

28 Highway 

29 To no purpose 

30 Lettuce dish 

32 World charts 

33 Vote from a 
bill’s supporter 

35 ...eights, nines, 
jacks.,. 

37 Novak and 
Basinger 

38 Orange rind 


40 Keep a cooking 
turkey moist 

41 _with; 

support 

43 Made a salary 

44 _ man; 
devoted dad 

46 Fine tablecloth 
fabric 


47 “Beat it!” 

48 Couple 

49 Disassemble 

50 Chowderhead 

52 Infuriate 

53 Talk back 

55 Alcott’s initials 

56 Journal 

57 Lung contents 
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US gun industry thriving during Obama’s term 


EILEEN SULLIVAN 
JACK GILLUM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ten¬ 
nessee lawyer Brian Ma- 
nookian says he never con¬ 
sidered himself a gun en¬ 
thusiast. He owns just one 
handgun and was raised 
in a gun-free home. But the 
firearms industry has proven 
so successful in recent years 
that he decided to give up 
practicing law and make 
guns his livelihood. 

It’s a decision that’s put Ma- 
nookian on track to earn 
four times what he made 
as a corporate health care 
attorney, a job that earned 
him six figures right out of 
law school, he said. 

And he’s far from alone. An 
analysis by The Associated 
Press of data tracking the 
health of the gun industry 
shows that President Barack 
Obama has presided over 
a heyday for guns. 

Sales are on the rise, so 
much that some manufac¬ 
turers cannot make enough 
fast enough. Major gun 
company stock prices are 
up. The number of federally 
licensed, retail gun dealers 
is increasing for the first time 
in nearly 20 years. The U.S. 
gun lobby is bursting with 
cash and political clout. 
Washington has expressed 
little interest in passing new 
gun laws, despite renewed 
calls to do so after recent 
deadly shootings in Colo¬ 
rado and Wisconsin. 

Four years ago the gun 
lobby predicted Obama 
would be the “most anti¬ 
gun president in American 
history.” Yet it is hard to find 
a single aspect of the gun 
world that isn’t thriving. 

“The driver is President 
Obama. He is the best thing 
that ever happened to the 
firearm industry,” said Jim 
Barrett, an industry analyst 
at C.L. King & Associates 
Inc. in New York. 

Obama has made no 
pledges to push for new 
gun control legislation and 
does not have the sup¬ 
port in Congress or among 
voters even if he did. Dur¬ 
ing this week’s presidential 
debate, he did suggest 
renewing a U.S. ban on as¬ 
sault weapons and coming 
up with an overall strategy 
to reduce violence. But 


both Obama and Repub¬ 
lican presidential nominee 
Mitt Romney said the real 
need is for the government 
to enforce gun laws al¬ 
ready on the books. 
Meanwhile, sales are brisk. 
Since opening a $5 mil¬ 
lion armory in Nashville last 
month, Manookian and his 
business partner have out¬ 
done their own expecta¬ 
tions, selling inventory three 


to four times faster than 
they expected. The facility 
has high ceilings and gran¬ 
ite fixtures in the bathroom 
and provides instructional 
courses and a shooting 
range in addition to fire¬ 
arms for sale. 

“It is a very strong invest¬ 
ment,” Manookian said. 
Others agree. 

For the first time since 1993, 
the number of federally li¬ 
censed retail gun dealers in 
the U.S. increased slightly in 
2010 and 2011. 

The country added 1,167 
licensed retail gun dealers, 
according to Bureau of Al¬ 
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives records. 
After the assault weapons 
ban of 1994 — now expired 
— the number of gun deal¬ 
erships dropped annually 
until 2010. As of October 
2012, there were 50,812 
retail gun dealers — 3,303 
more than in 2009. 

“Business has been very 
good,” said Frederick 


Prehn, who a year ago 
opened a small gun store 
above his dentistry practice 
in Wausau, Wis. In the past 
year, Prehn has relocated 
twice to larger spaces and 
gone from one employee 
to eight. 

Some gun store owners 
can't keep shelves stocked, 
said Brian Jones, owner of 
Bullseye Shooter's supply 
in Painted Post, N.Y. Jones 


(AP Photo/Carrie Antifinger) 

said he opened his gun 
store in November 2010. In 
his first year, he said he sold 
between 600 and 700 guns. 
A little more than halfway 
through his second year, 
he’s already sold 700. 

For the first time in the com¬ 
pany’s history, Sturm Ruger 
& Co. Inc. stopped tak¬ 
ing orders for a couple of 
months this year. Ruger, 
one of the nation’s largest 
gun manufacturers, has 
since resumed taking or¬ 
ders, though gun-sellers say 
demand is still outpacing 
production. 

Dan Wesson Arms, Inc., a 


small gun manufacturer 
that sells to a niche mar¬ 
ket, stopped taking orders 
this spring because the 
company had sold out the 
entire year's production, 
spokesman Jason Morton 
said. The company has 
stopped taking orders be¬ 
fore, but never so early on 
the entire line, he said. 
“Wouldn’t you want to be 
in a business where cus¬ 
tomers are just begging to 
hand you money?” said 
Bill Bernstein, owner of East 
Side Gun Shop in Nashville. 
Obama is not yet through 
his first term, but the federal 
government already has 
conducted about as many 
background checks for 
gun owners and prospec¬ 
tive buyers on his watch 
as it did during the first six 
years of George W. Bush's 
presidency. In the first 3 1/2 
years of the Bush adminis¬ 
tration, the FBI conducted 
about 28 million back¬ 
ground checks. During the 
same period of the Obama 
administration, the FBI con¬ 
ducted more than 50 mil¬ 
lion. The gun industry uses 
the number of background 
checks as a reliable indica¬ 
tor of demand. 

Ruger and Smith & Wesson 
represent nearly 30 percent 
of the U.S. gun manufactur¬ 
ing industry and lead the 
market in production of pis¬ 
tols and revolvers, accord¬ 
ing to government statistics. 
The two companies have 
been running production 
lines around the clock, hir¬ 
ing workers and operating 
at maximum capacity, said 
Barrett, an industry analyst 
who also owns Ruger stock. 
Ruger’s sales have in¬ 
creased 86 percent since 
Obama took office, and 
Smith & Wesson's sales 
have gone up nearly 44 
percent, compared with 18 
percent for overall national 
retail sales. □ 
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Central Wisconsin Firearms owner Frederick Prehn in his store 
in Wausau, Wis. He says he’s had to expand his business to the 
new location last summer because of increased gun sales. He 
attributes the spike to Wisconsin’s new concealed carry law as 
well as the uncertainty about the upcoming election. President 
Barack Obama is presiding over a heyday for the gun industry 
despite predictions he would be the most anti-gun president in 
history. An Associated Press analysis finds gun sales are on the 
rise and stocks of major gun companies are up. The number of 
federally licensed gun dealers is increasing for the first time in 
nearly 20 years. And the National Rifie Association is bursting 
with cash and political clout. 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


20 October 

Dr. Velasquez 

21 October 

Dr. Mungra 

Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Oduber Tel: 582-1780 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES*« 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Oct. 20 Serenade of the Seas 


Aruba Airport Tel 

American Airlines Tel: 
Avianca Tel: 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 

InselAir Tel: 

Jet Blue Tel: 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 

Suriname Airways Tel: 
Tiara Air Tel 

Venezolana Tel: 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582-7117 

582- 7896 
: 588-4272 

583- 7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Shark finning hitting Persian Gulf sharks hard 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Environmental Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Armed with 
a clip board and wearing 
bright yellow waders, Rima 
Jabado looked the part of 
a government inspector at 
the Dubai fish market as 
workers sawed the fins off 
hundreds of dead sharks 
from Oman and bagged 
them for export to Asian 
restaurants. 

But the 33-year-old Leba- 
nese-Canadian doctoral 
student was not chatting 
with fisherman on the mar¬ 
ket’s slippery floors and jot¬ 
ting down notes to monitor 
the lucrative and largely 
unregulated trade that 
has decimated stocks of 
certain sharks, but rather 
to document what species 
are being caught in the 
waters across the Persian 
Gulf. “The government 
will not react unless we 
give them actual data,” 
said Jabado, as she raced 
to take genetic samples 
from the sharks before their 
carcasses were carted off 
and fins auctioned to the 
highest bidder. 
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In this Tuesday, June 12, 2012 file photo, a worker cuts a shark 
fin at a fish market in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Fishermen 
across the globe kill as many as 70 million sharks each year for 
their fins, which can sell for $700 a pound (450 grams), while 
the soup prized for Chinese banquets and weddings can cost 
$100 a bowl. 

Associated Press 


“The problem is that I’m the 
only one doing research. 
There is not enough being 
done in the UAE and the re¬ 
gion,” she said. “We know 
shark populations are de¬ 
pleting around the world 
so we are kind of racing 
against time to see what is 
going on.” 

Fishermen across the globe 
kill as many as 70 million 
sharks each year for their 
fins, which can sell for $700 
a pound (450 grams), while 
the soup prized for Chinese 
banquets and weddings 
can cost $100 a bowl. The 
fin trade has devastated 
several species including 


hammerheads, oceanic 
whitetip, blue, threshers and 
silky and contributed to 181 
shark and ray species being 
listed by the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature as threatened with 
extinction. 

The trade is legal, though 
efforts are being made to 
ban the practice of “fin¬ 
ning” — hacking the fins off 
of sharks and throwing the 
rest overboard, often while 
they are still alive. Four years 
ago, under international 
pressure, the UAE joined the 
growing number of coun¬ 
tries banning the practice. 
Spain is top among 82 coun¬ 
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tries that export fins, mostly 
to Flong Kong and other 
Asian markets, followed by 
Singapore and Taiwan, ac¬ 
cording to Sonja Fordham, 
president of the Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.-based Shark 
Advocates International. 
The United Arab Emirates 
is ranked fourth mostly be¬ 
cause it is a regional hub for 
the trade in sharks coming 
predominantly from Oman 
but also from Yemen, Iran 
and Africa. 

The trade thrives in the Per¬ 
sian Gulf, as it does world¬ 
wide, shark conservationists 
said, mainly because there 
aren't enough people out 
there like Jabado. The fast- 
talking Jabado, who favors 
a white bandanna, black 
T-shirt and trousers when 
she is in the field, is the only 
person in the UAE assessing 
shark numbers. 
Governments in the region 
have until now largely ig¬ 
nored sharks in favor of 
more commercial fish spe¬ 
cies like grouper. 

They have almost no data 
on the numbers and spe¬ 
cies of sharks that can be 
found from the Red Sea to 
the Gulf of Oman, often 
lack the laws that would 
curb the trade and don’t 
have the money or the 
political will to enforce the 
laws they do have on the 
books, such as bans on 
shark fishing. 

“In an ideal world what 
we would have is every 


population of every shark 
monitored so we know how 
many adults there are,” 
said Nick Dulvy, a Cana¬ 
dian researcher who is the 
co-chair of lUCN's Shark 
Specialist Group that is 
tasked with determining 
which species are endan¬ 
gered. 

The challenges were laid 
bare at a shark conserva¬ 
tion workshop in the UAE this 
month. Governments from 
across the Persian Gulf sent 
representatives and all of¬ 
fered testimony of just why 
their country wasn’t doing 
more to protect sharks. 
Kuwait talked of protect¬ 
ing two shark species but 
admitted enforcement 
of its ban on shark fishing 
was weak and that gov¬ 
ernment inspectors and 
fishermen couldn’t even 
identify them. Saudi Arabia 
claimed it banned the ex¬ 
port of fins in 2008 but had 
no answers as to why its fins 
continue to turn up in Flong 
Kong markets. Oman sent 
a government team with 
no experience with sharks 
while Bahrain and the UAE 
admitted they lacked suf¬ 
ficient data to determine 
whether sharks were over¬ 
fished in their waters. 

“Our hands are tied be¬ 
cause of insufficient data,” 
Mohammed Tabish, a fish¬ 
eries specialist with the 
UAE Ministry of Environ¬ 
ment and Water, told the 
conference. □ 
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Nesbo’s 
‘Phantom’ 
an addictive 
read 



This book cover image 
released by Knopf shows 
“Phantom,” by Jo Nesbo. 
Associated Press 


By NAHAL TOOSI 
Associated Press 

Let it never be said that Jo 
Nesbo is afraid to take risks 
with his writing. 

In all fairness, it’s unlikely 
many would say that. This 
is an author, after all, who 
gave us a device that 
forces victims to choke on 
their own blood and a mur¬ 
derer without nipples. But 
Nesbo’s most recent book, 
“Phantom," is twisted in a 
more psychological way 
than his past novels. 
“Phantom" once again 
features Harry Hole, the 
physically and mentally tor¬ 
tured detective with a tal¬ 
ent for catching serial kill¬ 
ers. This time, though, Hole 
is on a more personal mis¬ 
sion than usual. 

The investigator returns to 
Oslo from self-exile in Hong 
Kong to prove that the son 
of the woman he loves is 
not a killer. The young man, 
Oleg, stands accused in 
the death of a fellow drug 
user, Gusto, who is a key 
narrator from beyond the 
grave in the book. Harry, 
who essentially views Oleg 
as his own son, simply can¬ 
not accept what the evi¬ 
dence says about him. 

Hole takes a journey 
through Oslo's drug world 
where a new, highly po¬ 
tent substance called violin 
is rapidly destroying lives. 
And this time Hole is pretty 
much on his own (he’s no 
longer a part of the police 
force), but yet he still has to 
deal with plenty of police 
and political bureaucracy. 
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This Oct. 7, 2012 photo shows Garth Brooks singing “Papa Loved Mama/’ a song written by Kim 
Williams, as Williams is inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame in Nashville, Tenn. On 
Sunday, Oct. 21, Brooks will be inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame. 

Associated Press 

Brooks heads for Country 
Hall of Fame, looks ahead 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Garth Brooks will spend 
Sunday looking back 
when he’s inducted into 
the Country Music Hall of 
Fame, touching on some 
of the greatest moments of 
the most electric career in 
country history. 

“It’s so exciting,” Brooks 
said. “I'm trying to be 
somewhat professional or 
somewhat have manners 
or something, but I’m 
probably going to be Garth 
and fall apart." 

Unlike most honorees, 
whose best performances 
are usually behind them at 
this point, there’s a chance 
the semi-retired superstar 
could continue a career 
that helped country music 
evolve from a regional 
sound to an international 
phenomenon. 

At 50, Brooks has 
been mulling a return, 
occasionally hinting at 
what's to come. He went 
into retirement about a 
decade ago so he could 
be around the house while 
his three daughters grew 
up, and he’s mostly stuck to 
that plan — though he did 
agree to a three-year stint 


in Las Vegas that recently 
ended and he's played 
charity concerts, including 
a nine-gig run following the 
Nashville flood in 2010. 

Two of his daughters have 
graduated high school and 
moved on to college and 
Brooks said in an interview 
before the recent Nashville 
Songwriters Hall of Fame 
induction that he and his 
wife Trisha Yearwood have 
been kicking around ideas 
about what the second act 
of his career might entail. 
“We're just going to start," 
Brooks said. “It will be fun. 
We’ve got our youngest 
baby (Allie), this is her junior 
year, and she’s really in 
touch. Now, down from 
three to one (at home), you 
spend a lot more time with 
that one. She’s in on every 
plan. She knows all the 
decisions. She's really well- 
educated in what's going 
on." 

“I think she's ready for us to 
go on the road because 
she'll be home by herself," 
Yearwood joked. “She’s 
doing every after-school 
activity you can do. ‘You 
don’t just want to sit and 
stare at us?’ It’s really fun.” 
Fun might be the perfect 
word to describe Brooks' 


one-of-a-kind career. 
The Oklahoma native, 
who will be inducted with 
Connie Smith and Hargus 
“Pig" Robbins, got his start 
playing for tips in bars 
near the Oklahoma State 
campus and went on to 
become the third highest- 
selling act in U.S. history. 
He has sold more than 128 
million albums — more than 
anyone except The Beatles 
and Elvis Presley. Brooks 
could start adding to that 
tally by making a simple 
announcement to Music 
Row: Send me your songs. 
“You talk about songwriters, 
the great ones can birth a 
career, but the greatest 
ones can bring life back 
into one,” Brooks said. “So 
we’ll be looking hard for 
songs just to see what the 
future might hold for us.” 
One of the songwriters 
who’d like to make a 
contribution if the singer 
returns is Kim Williams, who 
has written four No. 1 hits 
with Brooks. 

“I think it will be incredible,” 
Williams said. “I don’t know 
if the (album) sales will 
ever be what they were 
because of downloading 
and all those things have 
changed. □ 



This May 3, 2010 file photo 
shows actress Jessica Biel 
and actor-singerJustin 
Timberlake at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Costume Institute gala in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

Jessica Biel, 
Justin Timberlake 
marry in Italy 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jus¬ 
tin Timberlake and Jes¬ 
sica Biel got married. 

“It's great to be married, 
the ceremony was beau¬ 
tiful and it was so special 
to be surrounded by our 
family and friends,” the 
couple said in a state¬ 
ment released Friday to 
People magazine. 

Biel spokeswoman Mer¬ 
edith O'Sullivan Wasson 
confirmed the report. 

The 31-year-old Timber- 
lake and 30-year-old 
Biel were wed in south¬ 
ern Italy. The couple got 
engaged in December 
after dating for several 
years. 

Timberlake, who has 
been acting more than 
singing lately, stars in the 
Clint Eastwood baseball 
film, “The Trouble with 
the Curve." Biel stars in 
the remake of “Total Re¬ 
call.” She can next be 
seen in “Hitchcock.’O 
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Tom Hanks lets obscenity 
slip on television show 


NEW YORK (AP) — ABC and 

Tom Hanks are apologiz¬ 
ing after the actor let slip 
a swear word during a live 
appearance on “Good 
Morning America.” 

Hanks telegraphed his “f- 
bomb” during an interview 
Friday. Anchor Elizabeth 
Vargas had asked him to 
speak in his character’s 
British accent in the movie 
“Cloud Atlas." Hanks said 
that it was “mostly swear 
words," but Vargas told 
him to go ahead anyway. 
He began speaking in a 
mumble but the obscenity 
was clearly audible. ABC 
removed it for subsequent 
feeds of the show in the 
Midwest and West. 

Vargas quickly said, “We 
are so sorry, ‘Good Morn¬ 
ing America.'” Hanks also 
apologized — and said 
he’d probably have a sev¬ 
en-second delay next time 
he’s on the showQ 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A day af¬ 
ter earning his high school 
diploma, an excited Drake 
performed hit songs for a 
few hundred people at an 
event forTyra Banks. 

The 25-year-old told the 
crowd Thursday night that 
he took a small break from 
music and “spent some 
time going back to high 
school.” 

“I got my high school diplo¬ 
ma," he said with excite¬ 
ment as the crowd roared. 
Drake also posted on Twit¬ 
ter late Wednesday that he 
earned a 97 percent on his 
final exam and an 88 per¬ 
cent in his last class through 
work with a private tutor. 
The Canadian dropped 
out of high school, ironi¬ 
cally, to star in the high 
school TV series “Degrassi: 
The Next Generation." He 
played the role of Jimmy 
Brooks. 

The Grammy-nominated 
musician performed hits 
like “Best I Ever Had,” ’’Find 



This image released by ABC 
shows actor Tom Hanks during 
an interview segment on 
“Good Morning America,” 
Friday, Oct. 19, 2012 in New 
York. 

Associated Press 



In this June 26,2011 file photo, 
Drake arrives at the BET 
Awards in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Your Love” and “The Mot¬ 
to" at Banks' first annual 
Flawsome Ball for The Tyra 
Banks TZONE at the Lower 
Eastside Girls Club, her or¬ 
ganization aimed at devel¬ 
oping confidence in girls. 
He dedicated his song, 
“Make Me Proud,” to the 
supermodel. 

Rosario Dawson, Clay Aik¬ 
en and Estelle also attend¬ 
ed the gala event in New 
York at Capitale.Q 


SANDY COHEN 
Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

rebirth of black indepen¬ 
dent film is taking place in 
a small office in the San Fer¬ 
nando Valley. 

This is where filmmaker Ava 
DuVernay and her staff of 
two operate AaFFRM, the 
African-American Film Fes¬ 
tival Releasing Movement, 
a boutique distribution 
company dedicated to 
discovering and promot¬ 
ing black directorial voices. 
The fledgling company has 
released just four films since 
2010, but one of its artists 
has already caught the at¬ 
tention of Oprah Winfrey: 
DuVernay herself. 

Winfrey has repeatedly told 
her 14 million Twitter follow¬ 
ers about DuVernay’s latest 
film, “Middle of Nowhere,” 
which expands to 14 more 
cities Friday after opening 
in six theaters last week. 
She described the film as 
“powerful and poetic.” 
“Excellent job especially 
with no money,” Winfrey 
tweeted to DuVernay. 
“Bravo to you my sistah.” 
The 40-year-old DuVernay, 
whose easy smile, animat¬ 
ed energy and passionate 
dedication make her seem 
a decade younger, beams 


as she says, “I’m living my 
dream.” 

There’s a massive congrat¬ 
ulatory bouquet of orchids 
on the desk in her small of¬ 
fice overlooking Van Nuys 
Boulevard. 

A bookshelf is crowded 
with recent awards, in¬ 
cluding the best director 
prize she won at the Sun¬ 
dance Film Festival earlier 
this year. (She was the first 
black woman ever to win.) 
Posters from her first docu¬ 
mentary and first narrative 
feature adorn the walls. A 
magnum of Moet with a 
big gold bow on top sits on 
the floor. 

Just a little over a year 
ago, DuVernay was a Hol¬ 
lywood publicist focused 
on other people’s mov¬ 
ies. Through her namesake 
public-relations firm, she 
helped develop release 
strategies for films such as 
“The Help,” "Invictus” and 
“Dreamgirls,” while quietly 
dreaming of telling her own 
stories. 

In 2002, the Los Angeles na¬ 
tive and UCLA graduate 
sat down and wrote “Mid¬ 
dle of Nowhere,” a story 
set in her hometown about 
a young medical student 
coping with her husband’s 
recent eight-year jail sen¬ 


tence. 

“Where I’m from, it’s im¬ 
possible not to look at this 
real epidemic in black and 
brown communities of in¬ 
carceration and the wom¬ 
en who are left behind,” 
said DuVernay, who grew 
up in and around Comp¬ 
ton. 

She pitched the script to 
some of her Hollywood col¬ 
leagues, but got no trac¬ 
tion and shelved it. 
“Everyone in town has a 
script in the drawer, so I just 
joined the club,” she said. 
Undaunted, she wrote a 
second screenplay, “I Will 
Follow," which became her 
first feature — produced in 
2011 with her own $50,000 
savings. It earned raves 
from Roger Ebert and near¬ 
ly tripled its budget in ticket 
sales. 

“It proved there was an 
audience for low-budget, 
thoughtful films for women 
and people of color,” she 
said. 

So she went back to her 
original script with new 
confidence, making the 
film last year for around 
$200,000. Set against a 
social-justice backdrop of 
prison inequity, the film is 
more about the interior lives 
of the women it featuresO 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 photo, Ava DuVernay, writer/director of the film “Middle of 
Nowhere,” poses for a portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Oprah-approved: Ava DuVernay 
fires up black cinema 


An excited Drake: ‘I got 
my high school diploma’ 
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Snow Job On Jobs 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

Mitt Romney talks a lot 
about jobs. But does he 
have a plan to create any? 
You can defend President 
Barack Obama’s jobs re¬ 
cord - recovery from a 
severe financial crisis is al¬ 
ways difficult, and espe¬ 
cially so when the opposi¬ 
tion party does its best to 
block every policy initiative 
you propose. And things 
have definitely improved 
over the past year. Still, un¬ 
employment remains high 
after all these years, and 
a candidate with a real 
plan to make things better 
could make a strong case 
for his election. 

But Romney, it turns out, 
doesn’t have a plan; he's 
just faking it. In saying that, I 
don't mean that I disagree 
with his economic philoso¬ 
phy; I do, but that’s a sepa¬ 
rate point. I mean, instead, 
that Romney’s campaign 
is telling lies: claiming that 
its numbers add up when 
they don't, claiming that 
independent studies sup¬ 
port its position when those 
studies do no such thing. 
Before I get there, howev¬ 
er, let me take a minute to 
talk about Romney’s claim 
that he knows how to fix the 
economy because he’s 
been a successful business¬ 
man. That would be a dubi¬ 
ous claim even if he were 
honestly representing his 
business career, because 
the skills needed to run a 
business and those need¬ 
ed to manage economic 
policy are very different. In 
any case, however, his por¬ 
trait of his own experience 
is so misleading that it takes 
your breath away. 

For Romney, who started as 
a business consultant and 
then moved into the heady 
world of private equity, in¬ 
sists on portraying himself 
as a plucky small-business 
man. 

I am not making this up. In 


Tuesday's debate, he de¬ 
clared, “I came through 
small business. I understand 
how hard it is to start a small 
business.” In his speech at 
the Republican conven¬ 
tion, he declared, “When 
I was 37, I helped start a 
small company." 

Ahem. It’s true that when 
Bain Capital started, it had 
only a handful of employ¬ 
ees. But it had $37 million in 
funds, raised from sources 
that included wealthy Eu¬ 
ropeans investing through 
Panamanian shell compa¬ 
nies and Central American 
oligarchs living in Miami 
while death squads associ¬ 
ated with their families rav¬ 
aged their home nations. 
Hey, doesn’t every plucky 
little startup have access to 
that kind of financing? 

But back to the Romney 
jobs plan. As many people 
have noted, the plan has 
five points but contains no 
specifics. Loosely speaking, 
however, it calls for a return 
to Bushonomics: tax cuts 
for the wealthy plus weaker 
environmental protection. 
And Romney says that the 
plan would create 12 mil¬ 
lion jobs over the next four 
years. 

Where does that number 
come from? When pressed, 
the campaign cited three 
studies that it claimed sup¬ 
ported its assertions. In fact, 
however, those studies did 
no such thing. 

Just for the record, one 
study concluded that 
America might gain 2 mil¬ 
lion jobs if China stopped 
infringing on U.S. patents 
and other intellectual prop¬ 
erty; this would be nice, but 
Romney hasn’t proposed 
anything that would bring 
about that outcome. An¬ 
other study suggested that 
growth in the energy sec¬ 
tor might add 3 million jobs 
in the next few years - but 
these were predicted gains 
under current policy, that 
is, they would happen no 
matter who wins the elec¬ 
tion, not as a consequence 
of the Romney plan. 

Finally, a third study exam¬ 
ined the effects of the Rom¬ 
ney tax plan and argued 
(implausibly, but that's an¬ 
other issue) that it would 
lead to a large increase in 
the number of Americans 
who want to work. □ 



A Sad Green Story 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2012 New York Times 

The period around 2003 
was the golden spring of 
green technology. John 
McCain and Joe Lieber- 
man introduced a bipar¬ 
tisan bill to curb global 
warming. I got my first ride 
in a Prius from a conserva¬ 
tive foreign policy hawk 
who said that these new 
technologies were going 
to help us end our depen¬ 
dence on Middle Eastern 
despots. You’d go to Silicon 
Valley and all the venture 
capitalists, it seemed, were 
rushing into clean tech. 
From that date on the story 
begins to get a little sad¬ 
der. 

Al Gore released his movie 
“An Inconvenient Truth" 
in 2006. The global warm¬ 
ing issue became associ¬ 
ated with the highly parti¬ 
san former vice president. 
Gore mobilized liberals, 
but, once he became the 
global warming spokes¬ 
man, no Republican could 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
with him and survive. Any 
slim chance of building a 
bipartisan national consen¬ 
sus was gone. 

Then, in 2008, Barack 


Obama seized upon green 
technology and decided 
to make it the centerpiece 
of his jobs program. During 
his presidential campaign 
he promised to create 5 
million green tech jobs. Re¬ 
newable energy has many 
virtues, but it is not a jobs 
program. Obama’s stimulus 
package set aside $90 bil¬ 
lion for renewable energy 
loans and grants, but the 
number of actual jobs cre¬ 
ated has been small. Arti¬ 
cles began to appear in the 
press of green technology 
grants that were costing $2 
million per job created. The 
program began to look like 
a wasteful disappointment. 
Federal subsidies also cre¬ 
ated a network of green 
tech corporations hoping 
to benefit from taxpayer 
dollars. One of the players 
in this network was, again, 
Al Gore. As Carol Leonnig 
reported in The Washing¬ 
ton Post last week. Gore left 
public office in 2001 worth 
less than $2 million. Today 
his wealth is estimated to 
be around $100 million. 
Leonnig reports that 14 
green tech firms that Gore 
invested in received or di¬ 
rectly benefited from more 
than $2.5 billion in fed¬ 
eral loans, grants and tax 
breaks. Suddenly, green 
tech looks less like a gleam¬ 
ing beacon of virtue and 
more like corporate wel¬ 
fare, further enriching al¬ 
ready affluent investors. 

The federal agencies in¬ 
vested in many winners, but 
they also invested in some 
spectacular losers, from 
Solyndra to the battery 


maker Al 23 Systems, which 
just filed for bankruptcy 
protection. Private inves¬ 
tors can shake off bad in¬ 
vestments. But when a po¬ 
litical entity like the federal 
government makes a bad 
investment, the nasty pub¬ 
licity tarnishes the whole 
program. 

The U.S. government wasn’t 
the only one investing in 
renewables. Governments 
around the world were also 
doing it, and the result has 
been gigantic oversup¬ 
ply, a green tech bubble. 
Keith Bradsher of The Times 
reported earlier this month 
that China’s biggest solar 
panel makers are suffering 
losses of up to $1 for every 
$3 in sales. Panel prices 
have fallen by three-fourths 
since 2008. Manufacturers 
will need huge subsidies far 
into the future - as Bradsher 
writes, “a looming financial 
disaster." The U.S. share of 
the global market, mean¬ 
while, has fallen from 7 
percent to 3 percent since 
2008. The biggest blow to 
green tech has come from 
the marketplace itself. Fos¬ 
sil fuel technology has ad¬ 
vanced more quickly than 
renewables technology. 
People used to worry that 
the world would soon run 
out of oil, but few worry 
about that now. Shale gas, 
meanwhile, has become 
the current hot, revolution¬ 
ary fuel of the future. 

Writing in Foreign Policy 
magazine, Daniel Yergin 
projects that in 2030 the 
worldwide fuel mix will not 
be too different from what 
it is today.□ 
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A model displays a creation by Colombian designer Hernan 
Zajar at the Cali Exposhow fashion week in Cali, Colombia, 
Thursday, Oct. 18, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Vergara) 



Models wear creations by Colombia’s designer Andres Otalora, 
at the Cali Exposhow fashion week in Cali, Colombia, Tuesday, 
Oct. 18, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Vergara) 


Catwalk hierarchy: 

Second place is sometimes a win 


SAMANTHA CRITCHELL 

AP Fashion Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — On the 

catwalk. Look No. 2 might 
be worth a second look. 
Yes, it’s usually the opening 
outfit — and model — that 
gets the fanfare, but the 
next one out can make a 
strong statement, too. 

Zac Posen opened his fash¬ 
ion show last month with 
Naomi Campbell in a floral, 
feminine daytime dress. Of 
course that made a huge 
splash. It was a hard act to 
follow, but Isabeli Fontana, 
who came out in a bold 
red number, certainly kept 
the crowd’s attention. 

It's often that runway 
runner-up — the one the 
audience sees after their 
cellphones go back in 


is the first chapter to each 
collection. It has to draw in 
the stylists, retailers and edi¬ 
tors right away — and be 
followed by a strong third 
outfit to fully hook them. 

“I wish every look could be 
important, but for the first 
three looks, we want to 
have high impact. They set 
the tone," Lepore says. 
Marchesa's Georgina 
Chapman and Yigal Az- 
rouel both pick up on that 
storytelling theme. 

Azrouel says he uses the first 
look as the eye-catching 
cover art, but it’s not al¬ 
ways fully reflective of ev¬ 
erything else that's still to 
come. It’s from the second 
look that he'll build a mes¬ 
sage of consistency, he ex¬ 
plains. “It’s the second look 


until the end.” 

More often it’s the outfit, 
not the model, that stirs 
a last-minute switch, says 
Lepore. 

“I tend to clump things 
together by a color story 
in the beginning, but you 
might see that you have 
too much of your favor¬ 
ite color, or you've used 
too many of your favorite 
prints," she explains. 

She might not notice until 
fittings are done, so it’s eas¬ 
ier to change the order of 
the models than their cloth¬ 
ing. 

Lepore says she tries to 
match the right model to 
the outfit that's her best 
color, shape and vibe. 

“You have to follow some 
flow and sequence. You 



Isabeli Fontana wears an outfit from The Zac Posen Spring 2013 collection during Fashion Week in 
New York. On the catwalk. Look No. 2 might be worth a second look. Posen opened his fashion 
show last month with Naomi Campbell in a floral, feminine daytime dress. Of course that made a 
huge splash. It was a hard act to follow, but Isabeli Fontana, who came out in a bold red number, 
certainly kept the crowd’s attention. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


their bags and they’ve un¬ 
crossed their legs, and after 
the photographers get the 
lighting and distance just 
right — that lingers in one's 
consciousness. 

“The second look is the mo¬ 
ment where everyone be¬ 
comes concentrated and 
focused. That’s where the 
focus of the show starts,” 
says Posen. “The first look is 
transitional, and as the first 
image, it has an impact, 
but it’s the second look that 
I'd call ‘the focus look.’" 
Nanette Lepore says she 
sees the opener as the title 
page, but the second look 


where you realize what you 
are going to go through.” 
“You try to put the collec¬ 
tion as a story, and you 
have to consider where the 
look fits with the narrative,” 
says Chapman, who had 
Jessica Stam in the second 
slot following Fontana from 
backstage this past season. 
Changes, though, are the 
norm, right up until the cat- 
walk lights come up. “I do 
have the sketches in a cer¬ 
tain order, but you don't 
have the lineup set in stone 
until you have every fin¬ 
ished garment,” Chapman 
says. “I keep an open mind 


don’t want to do a swim¬ 
suit and jump right into 
ballgowns, no matter how 
good the model looks or 
who she is,” she says. 

Still, it’s the opener and 
the finale, especially for 
show-stopping red carpet 
gowns on runways such as 
Marchesa or Oscar de la 
Renta, that are the most 
prestigious, says Roman 
Young, director of image 
and development at Wil- 
helmina Models. The sec¬ 
ond model would be more 
like the best supporting 
actress at the Academy 
Awards. □ 






















